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Health  Department, 

59,  Waterloo  Road, 

Wolverhampton. 
Tel:  Wolverhampton  24281/4. 


To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

This  report  on  the  health  of  Wolverhampton  during  1964  relates 
to  a  year  in  which  rainfall  was  low,  infectious  diseases  were  infrequent 
and  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  were  slightly  higher  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  population,  150,200,  was  almost  stationary 
and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  town,  46,405,  also  showed 
little  change,  new  houses  more  or  less  balancing  those  taken  out 
of  assessment  through  demolition  and  other  reasons.  The  year 
began  with  employment  at  a  high  level  and  throughout  the  year 
the  demand  for  a  wide  range  of  men  and  women  of  varying  degrees 
of  skill  intensified  gradually,  ending  with  industry  buoyant;  technol¬ 
ogical  change  was  felt  with  the  closure  of  British  Railways’  century 
old  locomotive  repair  works. 

The  Wolverhampton  water  supply  like  almost  all  supplies  in 
this  country  is  fluoridated  naturally,  but  to  less  than  one  ninth  of 
the  extent  that  is  most  effective  in  preventing  dental  decay,  and  it 
should  be  adjusted  accordingly.  The  overwhelming  and  indisputable 
evidence  supporting  the  benefits  and  complete  safety  of  fluoridation 
does  not  prevent  a  few  zealous  opponents  of  fluoridation  from  alarm¬ 
ing  the  gullible.  As  the  practice  of  adjusting  the  level  of  fluoride  in 
drinking  water  is  becoming  more  widespread  and  soon  will  be  as 
acceptable  as  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  too 
much  time  and  energy  should  not  be  devoted  to  hastening  the 
inevitable  when  there  is  so  much  else  to  do. 

The  marriage  rate  continued  high  and  was  37  per  cent  above 
the  national  average.  Live  births  which  rose  again  were  more  than 
20  per  cent  above  the  national  figure  and  half  as  much  again  as  they 
were  at  their  post-war  nadir  in  1957,  almost  reaching  the  peak  of  1948. 
Deaths  also  were  4  per  cent  above  the  national  average;  of  those  who 
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died  15  per  cent  did  so  in  geriatric  wards,  old  people’s  homes  and 
other  institutions,  30  per  cent  in  general  hospitals  and  by  far  the 
largest  proportion,  55  per  cent,  in  their  own  homes. 

There  were  68  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  31  from 
motor  vehicle  accidents;  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
in  the  last  five  years,  376,  is  three  times  the  number  of  deaths  from 
road  accidents,  125,  in  the  same  period  and  although  both  are  equally 
preventable  the  victim  of  cancer  of  the  lung  has  the  power  of 
prevention  largely  within  his  own  control.  The  excess  of  males 
(557)  over  females  (352)  dying  during  the  year  aged  between  45 
and  64  (an  age  group  in  which  females  preponderate),  represents 
a  substantial  number  of  avoidable  deaths.  The  diseases  that 
proved  especially  more  lethal  to  males  than  females  in  this  age 
group  (and  the  excess  by  which  they  did  so)  were  coronary  disease 
(54)  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (21),  lung  cancer 
(43),  bronchitis  (23)  and  pneumonia  (19).  The  recognised  factors 
in  the  causation  of  these  diseases  merit  consideration  for  the  avoidable 
premature  death  of  so  many  men  represents  great  personal,  social 
and  economic  loss. 

The  number  of  births,  3,355,  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General 
to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  corresponded 
closely  with  the  Health  Department’s  records  of  3,364  (3,305  live 
and  59  still  births).  Of  these  total  births,  1,369  took  place  at  home 
and  1,995  in  institutions.  Of  those  in  institutions,  in  1,894  cases 
the  mothers  were  discharged  before  the  tenth  day  and  were  nursed 
at  home  by  domiciliary  midwives,  each  patient  receiving  an  average 
of  almost  five  visits.  This  means  that  41  per  cent  of  births  were 
attended  in  the  patient’s  home  by  domiciliary  midwives,  56  per  cent 
were  delivered  in  hospital,  discharged  early  and  subsequently  nursed 
at  home  by  domiciliary  midwives,  and  3  per  cent  were  delivered  in 
hospital  and  discharged  only  when  no  further  nursing  was  necessary. 
Accordingly,  the  domiciliary  midwives  were  concerned  either  as 
midwives  or  nurses  with  97  per  cent  of  the  births. 

The  health  visitor,  the  most  significant  social  worker  in  the 
field  of  health  and  welfare,  is  engaged  in  primary  prevention  among 
those  not  yet  sick,  in  the  prevention  of  physical,  mental  and  social 
disability  and  in  the  direction  to  the  general  practitioner  of  those 
she  believes  to  have  become  sick  and  who  do  not  themselves  realise 
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it.  The  number  of  households  in  Wolverhampton  entered  by 
health  visitors  last  year  was  over  30,000  (or  two  out  of  every  three) 
compared  with  21,000  five  years  ago  and  15,000  ten  years  ago.  The 
health  visitor  likes  to  work  closely  with  the  general  practitioner  but 
this  is  hindered  in  an  urban  area  like  Wolverhampton  by  the 
population  of  her  district  being  attended  by  any  one  of  15  to  30 
general  practitioners. 

Home  nurses  were  attending  372  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year 
compared  with  285  five  years  ago  and  195  ten  years  ago.  Although 
the  relationship  between  general  practitioners  and  the  home  nursing 
service  generally  is  good  in  Wolverhampton,  that  between  individual 
general  practitioners  and  nurses  is  remote,  accounted  for  largely 
by  the  number  of  general  practitioners — anything  from  12  to  23 — 
for  whom  a  home  nurse  may  be  attending  patients. 

The  number  of  people  attended  by  home  helps  during  the  year 
was  1,221  compared  with  900  five  years  ago  and  550  ten  years  ago; 
the  commonest  place  for  people  to  die  is  still  their  own  home  and 
55  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  borough  took  place  at  home; 
about  three  quarters  of  those  attended  by  home  helps  were  aged, 
infirm  or  suffering  from  chronic  illness.  The  chiropody  service  gave 
7,985  treatments  during  the  year,  all  to  elderly  people,  87  per  cent 
of  whom  were  living  at  home;  the  number  of  treatments  given  in  1982 
was  4,400  and  in  1963  was  4,900;  the  number  at  present  is  limited 
only  by  the  availability  of  chiropodists;  over  half  the  treatments 
were  given  in  health  department  clinics. 

More  of  the  severely  mentally  subnormal  whose  predominant 
need  is  for  training  provided  at  special  centres  are  now  living  at 
home  or  in  residential  units  for  those  whose  homes  are  unsuitable; 
the  number  of  severely  subnormal  persons  attending  training 
centres  in  Wolverhampton  was  187  compared  with  107  five  years 
previously  and  75  ten  years  previously.  More  mentally  ill  patients 
now  are  being  treated  in  the  community  and  their  care  is  left  largely 
to  the  mental  welfare  officers  of  the  local  health  authority  whose 
work  is  helped  when  they  have  support  of  the  patient’s  doctor; 
the  number  of  interviews  by  mental  welfare  officers  last  year  was 
over  2,100  compared  with  500  five  years  ago  and  400  ten  years  ago, 
reflecting  the  growing  practice  of  treating  mental  illness  at  home. 
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It  becomes  increasingly  clear  that  the  first  duty  of  a  health 
service  is  to  prevent  illness  and  disability  and  where  they  do  occur, 
care  at  home  and  in  the  community  should  be  provided  for  all  who 
do  not  require  services  that  only  a  hospital  can  provide;  this  calls 
for  co-operation  between  the  general  practitioner  and  the  domiciliary 
services  of  the  local  health  authority.  The  attachment  of  local 
health  authority  workers  to  individual  practices  has  its  advocates 
but  manifestly  it  is  nonsensical  in  an  urban  area  where  there  may 
be  as  many  as  25  practitioners  visiting  one  small  section  of  the  town 
and  where  a  health  visitor  or  domiciliary  midwife  or  home  nurse 
attached  to  a  practice  would  be  required  to  cover  half  the  town 
daily;  their  time  is  too  valuable  for  much  of  it  to  be  spent  in  unprod¬ 
uctive  travelling.  Changes  in  the  general  practitioner  service  must 
precede  the  integration  of  domiciliary  care  in  urban  areas. 

The  two  factors  contributing  most  to  the  health  of  a  community 
are  good  food  and  a  good  environment.  In  his  report  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  refers  to  another  330  houses  represented 
during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  inhabition  and  to  the  census 
of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  taken  to  assess  the  extent  of  a 
practice  that  often  produces  insanitary  conditions.  He  also  refers 
to  smoke  control  orders  becoming  operative  in  a  further  570  acres 
of  the  town  containing  1,449  dwelling  houses. 

Thirty  years  ago  Winifred  Holtby  wrote  “When  I  came  to 
consider  local  government,  I  began  to  see  how  it  was  in  essence  the 
first  line  defence  thrown  up  by  the  community  against  our  common 
enemies — poverty,  sickness,  ignorance,  isolation,  mental  derangement 
and  social  maladjustment.  The  battle  is  not  faultlessly  conducted, 
nor  are  the  motives  of  those  who  take  part  in  it  all  righteous  or 
disinterested.  But  the  war  is,  I  believe,  worth  fighting,  and  this 
corporate  action  is  at  least  based  upon  recognition  of  one  funda¬ 
mental  truth  about  human  nature — we  are  not  only  single 
individuals,  each  face  to  face  with  eternity  and  our  separate  spirits 
— we  are  members  one  of  another”. 

The  part  played  by  the  health  department  in  this  battle  needs 
ratepayers’  money.  In  1964  £57,000  was  spent  on  the  ambulance 
service;  £47,000  was  spent  on  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service 
including  dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  and  special 
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arrangements  for  unmarried  mothers;  £40,000  was  spent  on  mental 
health  including  special  training  centres,  hostels  and  homes;  £38,000 
was  spent  on  clinics  and  day  nurseries;  £36,000  was  spent  on  health 
visiting,  vaccination  and  immunisation  and  welfare  foods;  £36,000 
was  spent  on  administration  including  £11,000  for  central  establish¬ 
ment  charges;  £36,000  was  spent  on  sanitation  and  smoke  control; 
£35,000  was  spent  on  home  nursing,  the  after  care  of  tuberculosis 
and  other  illnesses  and  on  chiropody;  and  £30,000  was  spent  on  home 
helps.  This  total  cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  £355,000  represents  a 
charge  of  £7.  13s.  Od.  a  year  on  each  of  the  46,405  inhabited  properties 
in  the  town  or  a  fraction  under  2s.  lid.  a  week,  or  a  charge  on 
everyone  above  school  age  of  Is.  2d.  a  week. 

If  the  average  net  expenditure  per  unit  of  population  on  health 
services  of  all  the  82  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  is 
represented  as  100  per  cent  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1964, 
then  Wolverhampton’s  net  expenditure  was  100.4  per  cent.  On 
individual  items  Wolverhampton’s  expenditure  was  above  the 
average  on  vaccination  and  immunisation  (182  per  cent),  midwifery 
(140  per  cent),  health  visiting  (115  per  cent),  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children  (110  per  cent),  ambulance  service  (108  per  cent)  and 
mental  health  (108  per  cent);  it  was  below  the  average  on  prevention 
of  illness,  care  and  after  care  (65  per  cent),  domestic  help  (73  per  cent), 
and  home  nursing  (77  per  cent). 

The  members  of  the  Health  Department  are  grateful  to  the 
Council  and  particularly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  support. 


J.  F.  GALLOWAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
A.  Summary  of  Statistics 


1.  Comparison  of  Statistics 

1934  1944  1954  1963  1964 


Population  140,300 

147,230 

159,000 

150,280 

150,200 

Area  in  Acres 

9,126 

9,126 

9,126 

9,126 

9,126 

Inhabited  Houses 

35,273 

40,539 

46,097 

46,350 

46,405 

Birth  Rate  (live) 

(per  1,000  population) 

16.1 

21.5 

15.5 

20.3 

22.0 

Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  population) 

11.3 

11.0 

11.3 

12.7 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live  births) 

57 

50 

30.5 

24.4 

24.6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

32.0 

30.7 

33.0 

19.4 

17.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  total  births) 

3.84 

1.84 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  Death  Rate 
(per  1,000  population) 

1.07 

1.54 

1.91 

2.17 

2.10 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
(per  1,000  population) 

0.90 

0.61 

0.27 

0.06 

0.07 

Pulmonary  only 

0.81 

0.52 

0.25 

0.06 

0.06 

Rateable  Value  £832,635 

£987,944  £1, 

114,495  £2,500,216  £7,395,909 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£3,187 

£3,961 

£4,530 

£10,216 

£30,049 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1964 


Population  (Registrar-General’s 

mid-year  estimate)  150,200 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Tot?  1 

Legitimate 

1,506 

1,442 

2,94b 

Illegitimate 

181 

169 

350 

Total 

1,687 

1,611 

3,298 

22.0 

per  1,000  population 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

27 

24 

51 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Total 

30 

27 

57 

0.38 

per  1,000  population 

17.0 

per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths 

946 

818 

1,764 

11.7 

per  1,000  population 

Natural  Increase 
Infant  Mortality 

1,534 

Legitimate 

52 

24 

76 

25.8 

per  1,000  live 
legitimate  births 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

14.3 

per  1,000  live 
illegitimate  births 

Total 

55 

26 

81 

24.6 

per  1,000  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

(deaths  under 

4  weeks) 

39 

16 

55 

16.7 

per  1,000  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality 

(deaths  under 

1  week) 

33 

5 

<  8 

14.6 

per  1,000  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality 

(Stillbirths  and 
deaths  under 

1  week) 

63 

42 

105 

31.3 

per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— 

— 

— 

per  1,000  total 

• 

(live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

7 

2 

9 

0.06 

per  1,000  population 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

I 

1 

0.01 

per  1,000  population 

Total 

7 

3 

10 

0.07 

per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 

Influenza 

17 

8 

25 

Gastro-enteritis 

Meningococcal 

1 

1 

2 

infection 

1 

— 

i 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

160 

156 

316 

2.10 

per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factors 

Births  1.03 

Deaths  1.12 
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TABLE  I 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1964 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
within  the  Borough 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

All  ages 

Female 

All  ages 

total 

All  ages 

Under 

1  year 

1  and  under 

5  yrs. 

5  and  under 

15  yrs. 

15  and  under 

25  yrs. 

[25  and  under 

45  yrs. 

<D 

T! 

2  c/i 
rO  ^ 

a  »o 

0 

65  and  under 

75  yrs. 

75  yrs.  and 

over 

.uses 

94  6 

818 

1,764 

81 

13 

8 

28 

76 

450 

459 

649 

xulosis,  Respiratory 

7 

2 

9 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

2 

_____ 

xulosis,  Other 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- - 

— — 

- - 

ping  Cough  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

igococcal  Infection  . 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Infective  and  Parasitic 

eases 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— ~ 

1 

— 

— 

:r  of  Stomach 

23 

20 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

7 

16 

it  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

59 

9 

68 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

34 

25 

6 

;r  of  Breast  . 

1 

32 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

14 

8 

6 

:r  of  Uterus  . 

— 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

1 

2 

Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Dplasms 

75 

79 

154 

1 

— ■ 

— 

3 

10 

56 

47 

37 

lemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

;tes 

6 

5 

11 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

5 

1 

ilar  lesions  of  Nervous 

tern  . 

121 

139 

260 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

45 

74 

138 

ary  Disease,  Angina 

156 

109 

265 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

11 

87 

83 

84 

rtension  with  Heart  Disease 

8 

17 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

14 

Heart  Disease 

93 

119 

212 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

29 

54 

124 

Circulatory  Disease 

25 

26 

51 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

12 

24 

nza  . 

17 

8 

25 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

9 

6 

5 

nonia 

92 

80 

172 

16 

1 

— 

• - - 

9 

26 

43 

77 

hitis  . 

76 

34 

110 

— 

— 

1 

• - 

1 

31 

34 

43 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 

tern  . 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

of  Stomach  and 

Ddenum 

9 

6 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

5 

itis,  Enteritis  and 

rrhoea  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

*'itis  and  Nephrosis  . 

5 

7 

12 

■ — ■ 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

rplasia  of  prostate  . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

nital  Malformations 

10 

4 

14 

12 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

defined  and  ill-defined 

ases  . 

84 

58 

142 

45 

2 

1 

4 

8 

27 

29 

26 

Vehicle  Accidents . 

25 

6 

31 

— 

— 

2 

10 

4 

6 

3 

6 

her  Accidents 

29 

29 

58 

2 

7 

2 

3 

1 

5 

7 

31 

e 

11 

6 

17 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

10 

3 

oide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— - 
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B.  General  Statistics 

1.  Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  on  the 
30th  June,  1964  was  150,200,  a  decrease  of  80  on  the  previous  year. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  who  were  under  15  years  of 
age  was  estimated  to  be  22.1  per  cent  ;  the  proportion  for  England 
and  Wales  was  22.7  per  cent. 

2.  Inhabitated  Houses 

On  the  31st  March,  1964,  there  were  46,405  inhabited  properties. 
The  types  of  premises  and  their  numbers  were  : — 


Domestic  .  .  .  .  .  45,175 

House  shops .  .  .  .  .  948 

Off-licences  .  .  ......  .  .  50 

Unlicensed  hotels  and  boarding  houses  .  17 

Licensed  premises  .  .  .  .  215 


The  number  of  additional  dwellings  brought  into  rate  in  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1964  was  434  and  the  number  taken  out  of 
assessment  was  432,  giving  an  increase  of  2.  The  fact  that  the 
number  of  inhabited  properties  showed  an  increase  of  65  over  the 
previous  year  is  due  to  the  separate  assessment  of  some  properties 
divided  into  flats. 

3.  Live  Births 

Live  births  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General  consisted  of 
1,687  males  and  1,611  females,  a  total  of  3,298  (262  more  than  in 
1963)  giving  a  birth  rate  of  22.0  per  thousand  population  ;  when  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.03  is  applied,  this  is  increased  to 
22.7  per  thousand.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  was  18.4. 

Of  these  3,298  births  350  or  10.6  per  cent  were  illegitimate. 
Last  year  the  proportion  was  11.5  per  cent. 

4.  Still  Births 

These  numbered  57  (of  which  6  were  illegitimate).  These  57 
represented  a  rate  of  17.0  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still). 
The  still  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  16.4  per 
thousand  total  births. 
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5.  Marriages 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Wolverhampton  during 
the  year  was  1,551,  representing  a  marriage  rate  of  20.7  per  thousand 
population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.1  per  thousand 
population. 


6.  Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths,  comprising  946  males  and  818  females, 
was  1,764,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11.7  per  thousand  population;  when 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.12  is  applied  this  rate  is  increased 
to  13.1  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

11.3. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 


(a)  Disease  of  heart  and  circulation 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 


system 

260 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

265 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

25 

Other  heart  disease 

212 

Other  circulatory  disease 

51 

813 

(46.1%  of  all  deaths) 

(b) 

Cancer 

316 

(17.9%  of  all  deaths) 

(c) 

Diseases  of  respiratory  tract 
Pneumonia 

172 

Bronchitis 

110 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

287 

(16.3%  of  all  deaths) 

(d) 

Suicide  and  Violence 

Suicide 

17 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

31 

All  other  accidents 

58 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

2 

108 

(6.1%  of  all  deaths) 

(e) 

Influenza 

25 

(  1.40%  of  all  deaths) 

(f) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15 

(  0.85%  of  all  deaths) 

(g) 

Congenital  malformations 

14 

(  0.79%  of  all  deaths) 

(h) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

12 

(  0.68%  of  all  deaths) 

(i) 

Tuberculosis — all  forms 

10 

(  0.56%  of  all  deaths) 

Of  the  1,764  deaths  of  persons  normally  resident  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  1,643  occurred  within  the  borough.  Of  these  deaths 
occurring  in  the  borough  55%  took  place  at  home,  17%  in  the  Royal 
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Hospital,  13%  in  the  general  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  9%  in 
the  geriatric  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  3%  in  welfare  homes  and 
3%  in  other  institutions. 

7.  Infant  Mortality 

There  were  5  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  (or  14.3  per  thousand  illegitimate  births)  and  76  deaths  of 
legitimate  infants  (or  25.8  per  thousand  legitimate  births).  The 
total  of  81  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  24.6  per  thousand 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  20.0 
per  thousand  live  births.  Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  old 
numbered  55  giving  a  neonatal  death  rate  of  16.7  per  thousand  live 
births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  13.8.  Deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  old  numbered  48,  giving  an  early  neonatal  mortality 
of  14.6  per  thousand  live  births. 

8.  Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  births  numbered  57  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week 
old  numbered  48,  giving  a  total  of  105  perinatal  deaths  or  31.3  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  28.2. 

9„  Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred. 

10.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

There  were  10  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  representing  a  tuber¬ 
culosis  death  rate  of  0.07  per  thousand  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.05  per  thousand. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  nine  of  these 
deaths  ;  7  were  males  aged  35  and  upwards  and  2  were  females, 
one  aged  15-35  and  one  over  65.  The  one  death  from  non- 
pulmonary  was  of  a  woman  aged  24  who  died  from  tuberculous 
meningitis. 

11.  Deaths  from  Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases 

There  were  172  deaths  from  pneumonia  (representing  1.14  per 
thousand  population)  but  only  a  small  proportion  of  these  deaths 
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occurred  among  the  32  cases  of  pneumonia  which  were  notified  ; 
77  of  the  deaths  were  of  patients  aged  75  years  or  more. 

Other  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  included  25  deaths  due  to 
influenza,  10  due  to  tuberculosis  and  2  from  gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea,  one  of  them  being  under  one  year  of  age. 

12.  Deaths  from  Cancer 

There  were  316  deaths  from  cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
2.10  per  thousand  population  ;  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate 
was  2.21.  Of  these  deaths  160  occurred  in  males  and  the  more 
frequent  sites  of  the  disease  were  lungs  and  bronchi  (59  cases), 
stomach  (23),  rectum  (12),  prostate  (9)  and  pancreas  (8). 

Among  the  156  deaths  that  occurred  in  females  the  most 
frequent  sites  of  the  disease  were  breast  (32  cases),  stomach  (20), 
uterus  (12),  lungs  and  bronchi  (9)  and  rectum  (8).  The  death  rate 
from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  0.45  per  thousand  ;  for 
England  and  Wales  it  was  0.54.  The  death  rate  from  cancer  in 
other  sites  was  1.65  per  thousand  ;  for  England  and  Wales  it 
was  1.67. 

13.  Sickness  Claims 

New  claims  for  sickness  benefit  (excluding  industrial  disease  or 
industrial  injury  claims)  submitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  office  of 
the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  during  1964  numbered  40,205 
with  a  weekly  average  of  773  ;  the  most  claims  in  a  week  were 
1,280  and  1,213  which  occurred  in  the  weeks  ending  7th  January 
and  25th  February  ;  the  fewest  claims  in  a  week  were  311  and  449 
which  occurred  in  the  weeks  ending  4th  August  and  11th  August. 
The  weekly  average  of  773  was  above  that  of  1963  which  was  739. 

14.  Cremations 

A  total  of  1,844  cremations  took  place,  a  decrease  of  41  on 
last  year’s  figure.  This  total  included  832  persons  resident  in 
Wolverhampton,  who  accordingly  constituted  45.1  per  cent  of  those 
cremated.  They  represented  47.2  per  cent  of  all  Wolverhampton 
deaths. 

Post-mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  in  456  cases,  of 
which  323  were  performed  by  expert  pathologists  ;  299  were  at 
the  request  of  coroners.  On  no  occasion  was  cremation  refused. 
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C.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions 


1.  Situation 

Wolverhampton  stands  astride  a  ridge  which  is  the  watershed 
between  the  Severn  and  Trent  ;  to  the  east  the  land  slopes  down 
to  and  merges  with  the  industrial  area  of  the  Black  Country,  and 
to  the  west  it  spreads  out  to  the  Shropshire  plain.  The  highest 
points  in  the  borough,  about  600  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in 
Bushbury  to  the  north  and  Upper  Penn  to  the  south  ;  the  lowest 
points,  less  than  350  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
airport  and  racecourse. 


2.  Meteorology 

Rainfall  recorded  at  the  West  Park  amounted  to  21.49  inches, 
which  is  1.55  inches  less  than  the  total  for  the  previous  year 
(23.04  inches)  and  6.22  inches  below  the  average  annual  rainfall 
(27.71  inches)  calculated  over  the  past  sixty-seven  years. 

Rain  was  measured  on  181  days  as  against  191  days  in  1963  ; 
the  wettest  day  was  December  12th  when  0.71  inches  fell.  The 
measurement  again  exceeded  half  an  inch  on  June  1st  (0.63  inches). 
The  total  rainfall  for  the  30th  and  31st  May  amounted  to  1  inch. 

The  two  wettest  months  were  June  (2.73  inches)  and  March 
(2.67  inches)  while  each  of  the  following  four  months  also  had  a 
rainfall  of  more  than  2  inches  : — 

December  .  .  .  .  .  2.52  inches 

May  .  2.37  inches 

August  .  .  .  .  .  2.19  inches 

April  .  .  .  .  .  2.02  inches 

The  rainfall  for  the  summer  months  of  May  to  September 
(inclusive)  was  9.60  inches,  recorded  on  65  days,  compared  with  a 
total  of  10.87  inches  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1963,  registered 
on  86  days. 
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Details  of  the  rainfall  during  the  1964  summer  months  are  as 
follows  : — 


Month 

Rainfall 

Number  of 
days  with 
0.01  or  more 

Number  of 
days  with 
0.04  or  more 

May 

2.37  inches 

15 

13 

June 

2.73  inches 

16 

10 

July 

1.92  inches 

16 

10 

August 

2.19  inches 

12 

9 

September 

0.39  inches 

6 

5 

TOTAL 

9.60  inches 

65 

47 

The  rainfall  for  May  was  about  average,  that  for  June  above 
average,  while  it  was  below  average,  in  each  instance,  in  July, 
August  and  September. 

Over  half  the  rain  for  May  fell  during  the  last  three  days  of  the 
month  when  a  total  of  1.23  inches  was  recorded.  Although  June  was 
the  wettest  month  of  the  year,  no  rain  fell  during  the  last  week. 
Approximately  one  third  of  July’s  rainfall  was  recorded  on  the 
17th  and  18th  (0.62  inches).  Rain  fell  on  only  two  of  the  last 
twelve  days  in  August.  September  was  the  driest  month  of  the 
year  ;  rain  fell  on  only  one  of  the  first  thirteen  days  while  it  was  dry 
during  the  last  ten  days. 

January  was  the  second  driest  month  of  the  year  with  a  rainfall 
of  0.76  inches,  which  was  much  below  average.  February’s 
precipitation  totalled  1.15  inches,  which  was  again  below  average. 
March  was  the  second  wettest  month  of  the  year  with  2.67  inches 
of  rainfall,  which  was  fifty  per  cent  above  the  average  and  included 
melted  snow.  The  rainfall  for  April  was  2.02  inches,  which  was 
slightly  above  average. 

October  was  drier  than  usual  with  a  rainfall  of  1.59  inches  as 
against  an  average  for  the  month  of  2.70  inches.  November  was 
also  a  comparatively  dry  month  with  1.18  inches  while  December’s 
rainfall  of  2.52  inches  was  about  average. 

The  highest  maximum  temperature  during  the  year  was  82° 
and  was  recorded  on  the  26th  August.  A  reading  of  80°  was 
registered  on  the  5th  August.  Shade  temperatures  of  70°  and  over 
were  recorded  on  thirty-five  other  occasions.  The  warmest  periods 
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were  the  last  three  weeks  in  July  and  the  first  and  last  full  weeks  of 
August.  Incidentally  there  was  one  cold  day  in  August  and  that 
was  on  the  19th  when  the  maximum  temperature  recorded  was  56°. 
The  last  week  in  May  was  warm  and  its  closing  days  were  very  wet. 

The  lowest  minimum  temperature  for  the  year  was  16°  recorded 
on  the  13th  January  ;  one  other  temperature  of  under  20°  was 
recorded — this  was  taken  over  the  Christmas  period  when  the 
reading  was  18°.  During  the  months  of  January,  February  and 
March,  minimum  temperatures  of  32°  and  below  numbered  thirty 
and  these  were  evenly  distributed  over  the  three  months.  Easter 
Sunday,  which  fell  on  March  29th,  was  reported  to  have  been  the 
coldest  Easter  Sunday  for  83  years.  Indeed  it  was  a  cold  Easter 
generally  and  this  cold  spell  continued  into  the  early  days  of  April 
when  a  minimum  temperature  of  31°  was  recorded  for  its  first  week¬ 
end.  During  the  months  of  October,  November  and  December, 
minimum  temperatures  of  32°  and  below  numbered  twenty-one, 
twelve  of  which  were  recorded  during  December.  A  cold  spell  was 
experienced  from  the  14th  to  the  28th  December. 

Snow  fell  on  one  day  during  January,  on  four  days  during 
February  and  on  six  days  during  March.  It  also  fell  on  the  three 
days  immediately  following  Christmas  Day. 

3.  Water  Supply 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  supplies 
a  population  of  about  365,000  (compared  with  359,900  in  1963)  in 
Wolverhampton  and  some  surrounding  districts  and  obtains  its 
water  from  several  sources.  These,  and  the  quantity  in  gallons 
taken  from  them  daily  in  1964  are  : — 


Cosford  Works — river  .  .  .  1,885,000 

Cosford  Works — well  .  .  .  1,955,000 

Tettenhall  Works — boreholes  .  .  1,011,000 

Dimmingsdale  Works — boreholes .  2‘507,000 

Hilton  Works — boreholes  .  .  2,820,000 

Stableford  Works — boreholes  .  .  1,798,000 

Bratch  Works — well  .  .  .  2,040,000 

Tomhill  Works — borehole  .  .  1,294,000 

Goldthorn  Hill  Works — well  .  .  3,000 

Rindleford  Works — boreholes  .  .  398,000 

Copley  Works — boreholes  .  .  911,000 

Neachley  Works — boreholes  .  .  1,963,000 

Purchased  .  .  .  .  .  393,000 
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Of  821  samples  of  water  going  into  distribution  and  subjected 
to  bacteriological  examination,  805  did  not  contain  any  coliform 
organisms  per  100  ml. 

The  fluoride  content  of  each  supply  and  mixture  of  waters  falls 
within  the  range  0.01/0.11  parts  per  million  expressed  as  fluoride  ion. 


4.  Employment 

The  estimated  number  of  employees  in  the  area  served  by  the 
Wolverhampton  Employment  Exchange  in  June  1963  (the  latest 
available)  was  110,422. 

Their  distribution  amongst  the  three  major  industrial  groups 
was  as  follows  : — 

Extractive  industries 

(e.g.,  agriculture,  coalmining,  etc.)  .  .  1.2%  approximately 

Manufacturing  industries  .  .  .  54.9%  approximately 

Provision  of  services 

(Transport,  Power,  Public  Utilities  Building,  etc.)  43.9%  approximately 

The  main  manufacturing  industries  in  the  area  were  vehicles, 
engineering,  metal  goods  and  metal  manufacture  and  between  them 
these  industries  employed  43%  of  the  total  employed  population. 

In  contrast  with  the  beginning  of  1963  when  demands  for  labour 
were  seriously  affected  by  unusually  bad  weather,  1964  commenced 
with  employment  at  a  high  level  and  with  demands  by  employers 
for  a  wide  range  of  men  and  women  of  varying  degrees  of  skill. 
This  demand  intensified  gradually  throughout  the  year. 

Statistically  this  was  revealed  by  the  number  of  vacancies 
recorded  at  the  Wolverhampton  Employment  Exchange.  In 
January  1964  there  were  vacancies  for  537  men  and  336  women. 
In  May  the  figures  were  621  for  men  and  409  for  women  and  in 
December  they  were  689  for  men  and  313  for  women.  The  year, 
indeed,  was  one  of  continuous  challenge  to  the  staff  of  the  Exchange 
trying  to  meet  employers’  demands. 

Some  employers  visited  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  hope  of  recruiting  workpeople,  but  without  success. 

Many  employers  in  the  engineering  and  allied  industries 
improved  their  training  arrangements  to  enable  men  of  good 


22 


potential  quickly  to  acquire  some  skill  and  so  to  alleviate  the  serious 
shortage  of  skilled  labour.  Few  suitable  men  however,  were 
available  for  training. 

One  impact  of  technological  change  was  felt  in  Wolverhampton 
with  the  closure  of  British  Railways’  century-old  locomotive  repair 
shops  at  Stafford  Road.  Most  of  the  men  affected  had  been  given 
long  notice  of  the  closure  and  those  who  sought  alternative  employ¬ 
ment  had  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  it.  Some  chose  early  retire¬ 
ment. 

Almost  twice  as  many  applications  as  in  1963  were  made  by 
employers  to  bring  into  the  country  Commonwealth  citizens.  Even 
so  the  number  of  immigrants  was  very  small  compared  with  the 
period  prior  to  the  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act  1962. 

The  year  ended  with  industry  buoyant.  Order  books  generally 
were  full  and  there  was  no  sign  at  the  end  of  1964  of  any  early 
substantial  change  in  the  high  level  of  employment  prevailing. 


5.  Unemployment 

On  13th  January,  1964,  1,008  men  and  459  women  were 
registered  at  the  Employment  Exchange  as  wholly  unemployed 
and  32  men  as  temporarily  stopped. 

The  numbers  decreased  steadily  and  on  7th  December,  1964 
489  men  and  205  women  were  registered  as  unemployed,  an  un¬ 
employment  percentage  of  0.7  compared  with  the  National  figure 
of  1.5. 
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SECTION  II. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 
A.  Hospital,  Specialist  and  Allied  Services 
1.  Hospitals 

The  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  institutions  and  clinics  in  an  area  extending  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Bridgnorth,  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley  and 
Shifnal,  with  an  estimated  population  of  355,000.  The  institutions 
contain  1,748  beds  ;  of  these  1,239  are  in  Wolverhampton,  including 
185  beds  in  “The  Poplars/'  where  the  Management  Committee 
provides  serviced  accommodation  for  the  use  of  aged  non-sick 
people,  and  80  beds  in  the  Reception  Centre  which  is  also  serviced 
by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Both  “The  Poplars” 
and  the  Reception  Centre  are  adjacent  to  New  Cross  Hospital. 
The  net  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospitals  and  clinics  in  the  group 
including  the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of  Senior  Medical 
Staff  paid  direct  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  amounted  to 
£2,130,184  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1964. 

The  following  1,239  hospital  beds  are  in  Wolverhampton  : — 


New  Cross  Hospital  .  .  .  .  532 

Royal  Hospital  .  .  .  .  313 

Women’s  Hospital  and  Annexe  .  .  122 

Parkfields  Hospital  .  .  .  .  66 

Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institute  .  .  43 

Children’s  Hospital,  Penn  .  ......  .  30 

Women’s  Convalescent  Hospital,  Penn  .  13 

Eye  Infirmary  .  .  .  .  .  103 

Beeches  Maternity  Home  .  .  .  17 


In  addition  to  providing  hospital  facilities  for  Wolverhampton, 
these  beds  meet  almost  all  the  hospital  requirements  of  the  Borough 
of  Bilston  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Tettenhall,  Wednesfield  and 
Willenhall.  They  also  constitute  the  main  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  Urban  District  of  Coseley  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Seisdon. 
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2.  Sanatoria 

The  Parkfields  Hospital  contains  57  beds  for  tuberculous 
patients  and  only  9  beds  now  are  allocated  to  the  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases.  There  is  no  sanatorium  accommodation  in  the 
area  built  specially  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  pulmonary 
cases  usually  receive  treatment  at  Prestwood  or  Himley  ;  cases 
requiring  long-stay  orthopaedic  treatment  usually  obtain  it  at 
Oswestry  or  Yardley  Green  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


3.  Chest  Clinic 

The  centrally  situated  clinic  in  Bell  Street  provides  facilities 
for  following  up  cases  of  chronic  chest  disorders  in  Wolverhampton 
and  district. 

Diagnostic  out-patient  clinics  for  chest  conditions  are  held 
at  the  Royal  Hospital  and  at  New  Cross  Hospital,  where  twice- 
weekly  radiography  sessions  without  appointment  provide  an  X-ray 
exclusion  service  for  general  practitioners. 


4.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  situated  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and 
serves  both  Wolverhampton  and  the  surrounding  district. 


5.  Nursing  Homes 

The  only  private  maternity  home  contains  fourteen  beds.  Now 
there  are  no  private  nursing  homes. 


6.  Bacteriology 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford,  and  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  Most  specimens  from  the  health 
department  must  still  be  sent  to  Stafford  at  considerable  incon¬ 
venience  because  the  establishment  of  a  much  needed  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wolverhampton  continues  to  be  delayed. 
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B.  Local  Executive  Council  Services 


1.  General  Medical  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1965,  there  were  155,433  people  recorded 
as  living  in  Wolverhampton  on  doctors’  lists  ;  this  number  is  about 
3.5  per  cent  above  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  Their  medical  care  was  undertaken  by  143  principal  and 
2  assistant  medical  practitioners,  59  of  whom  live  within  the 
Borough.  There  are  54  surgeries  within  the  Borough  from  which 
doctors  practise.  Doctors  practising  single  handed  or  with  an 
assistant  were  22  per  cent  of  all  doctors  under  contract  with  the 
Executive  Council,  38  per  cent  were  in  two-handed  partnerships, 
25  per  cent  were  in  three-handed  partnerships,  11  per  cent  were  in 
four-handed  partnerships  and  4  per  cent  were  in  five-handed 
partnerships. 

The  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1965, 
was  £262,095  equivalent  to  34s.  lid.  a  head  of  the  population  of 
150,200  living  in  Wolverhampton. 

2.  Pharmaceutical  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1965,  there  were  under  contract  and  in  the 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  36  pharmacists  and  7  surgical  appliance 
suppliers.  The  Executive  Council  tests  the  dispensing  of  all  these 
contractors  over  a  period  of  2  years  and  in  the  year  under  review 
20  drug  tests  and  5  appliance  tests  were  made. 

The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1965,  was  £326,940  and  to  the  patients  £82,636 
being  equivalent  to  43s.  6d.  and  11s.  Od.  a  head  per  annum 
respectively. 

3.  Dental  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1965,  there  were  43  principal  dental 
practitioners  on  the  Executive  Council’s  list,  of  these  23  were 
practising  single  handed  (1  with  an  assistant). 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1965,  was  £192,918,  and  to  the  patients  £54,195,  being 
equivalent  to  25s.  8d.  and  7s.  3d.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 


4.  Ophthalmic  Service 

The  service  enables  the  patient  to  have  his  sight  tested  by  either 
an  ophthalmic  medical  practitioner  or  an  ophthalmic  optician  and 
then,  if  glasses  are  necessary,  to  have  them  provided  either  by  an 
ophthalmic  optician  or  a  dispensing  optician.  There  were  at  the 
end  of  March  under  contract  with  the  Ophthalmic  Services  Com¬ 
mittee,  9  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  15  ophthalmic  opticians 
and  10  dispensing  opticians.  Dr.  N.  A.  Jevons,  Senior  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  is  one  of  the  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners 
and  together  with  Dr.  D.  E.  Lyons  prescribes  spectacles  for  school 
children  who  require  them. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1965,  was  £46,756  and  to  the  patients  £34,195,  being 
equivalent  to  6s.  3d.  and  4s.  7d.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

5.  General 

The  cost  of  administration  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1965, 
was  £12,754,  equivalent  to  Is.  9d.  a  head  of  the  population.  The 
total  cost  of  the  service,  therefore  was  £841,463,  equivalent  to 
£5.  12s.  Od.  a  head  of  the  population.  In  addition  the  direct 
contribution  made  by  the  patients  was  £171,026,  equivalent  to 
22s.  9d.  a  head  of  the  population. 


C.  Local  Authority  Health  Service 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Children 
(a)  Births  and  Still-births 

The  Health  Department  has  records  of  3,305  infants  born  alive 
in  the  area  during  the  year  to  parents  normally  resident  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton;  of  these  infants  1,361  were  born  at  home  and  1,944  in 
institutions.  The  still  births  numbered  59  and  of  these  8  were  born 
at  home  and  51  in  institutions. 

The  percentages  of  these  births  which  took  place  at  home  in 
1961,  1962,  1963  and  1964  were  46,  45,  40  and  41  respectively. 

Early  this  year  a  survey  was  made  of  the  distribution  of  3,300 
births  in  Wolverhampton  in  1964  by  place  of  confinement  and 
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origin  of  mother.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Distribution  of  all  births  in  Wolverhampton  1964  by 

place  of  confinemenl 

and  origin  of 

mother 

Domiciliary 

Hospital 

Origin  of  Mother 

Births 

Births 

Total 

Commonwealth  and  Colonies 

162 

631 

793 

(24%) 

All  other  Residents 

1,204 

1,303 

2,507 

(76%) 

TOTAL 

1,366 

1,934 

3,300 

(41%) 

(59%) 

(100%) 

The  figures  show  that  immigrants  from  the  Commonwealth 
and  Colonies  produced  24  per  cent  of  all  births  and  accounted  for 
33  per  cent  of  hospital  confinements.  In  the  survey  the  proportion 
of  births  in  hospital  for  the  population  as  a  whole  was  59  per  cent, 
among  Commonwealth  immigrants  it  was  80  per  cent  and  among 
the  remaining  population  52  per  cent. 

The  high  figure  for  institutional  confinements  among  Common¬ 
wealth  and  Colonial  immigrants  is  due  to  the  conditions  under  which 
many  of  them  live  being  unsuitable  for  domiciliary  confinement. 
It  contributes  to  the  heavy  pressure  on  the  available  hospital  beds. 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Facilities 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  7  ante-natal  clinics  were  conducted 
each  week  by  medical  officers  with  the  assistance  of  midwives. 
There  is  no  specialist  ante-natal  clinic,  but  cases  requiring  a  second 
opinion  are  referred  through  the  general  practitioner  to  the  consult¬ 
ant  clinics  at  New  Cross  Hospital  or  the  Women’s  Hospital.  Blood 
examinations  for  the  Rhesus  factor  and  the  Wasserman  test  are 
carried  out  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  on  all  expectant  mothers. 
Instruction  in  mothercraft  is  given  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  at  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

Unmarried  mothers  are  interviewed  and  given  any  help  which 
may  be  required,  including  if  necessary  admission  ante-natally  to  a 
mother  and  baby  home.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the  medical 
officers  of  the  health  department  for  blood  tests  to  be  done,  and  the 
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ante-natal  care  of  the  patient  is  undertaken  either  by  the  clinic  or 
by  her  own  doctor. 

Maternity  outfits  are  issued  at  all  clinics  to  patients  on  the 
presentation  of  a  note  from  either  the  general  practitioner  or  the 
domiciliary  midwife.  In  addition,  each  midwife  retains  two 
maternity  outfits  in  her  own  home  for  use  in  emergency,  and  these 
are  renewed  as  they  are  used.  As  1,615  maternity  packs  were  issued 
in  1964  all  patients  confined  at  home  appear  to  have  received  them. 

Ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  midwives  are  present,  were 
attended  by  2,962  women,  of  whom  2,337  were  new  cases,  and  an 
average  of  3.4  visits  was  made  by  each  patient.  The  new  cases 
again  far  exceed  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  and  are 
equivalent  to  71  per  cent  of  all  confinements,  both  domiciliary  and 
institutional,  of  Wolverhampton  residents. 

(c)  Post-natal  Care 

Post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  general 
practitioner  and  at  the  hospital  post-natal  clinics. 

(d)  Family  Planning  Clinic 

Married  women  referred  by  medical  practitioners  are  admitted 
to  the  clinic  held  weekly  at  Lowe  Street  Welfare  Centre  where  they 
are  advised  on  methods  of  birth  control.  In  the  years  1962,  1963, 
and  1964  women  attending  for  the  first  time  numbered  76,  82  and 
53  respectively  and  the  corresponding  numbers  of  attendances  were 
728,  638  and  545  respectively. 

(e)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Each  week  15  sessions  are  held  for  infants  and  toddlers  at 
7  centres.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  vaccination  against  smallpox  and 
tuberculin  patch  tests  are  carried  out  at  these  clinics.  Approxi¬ 
mately  80  per  cent  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  town 
attended  them. 

In  June  1964  the  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  sessions  held  at 
Masefield  Road  were  transferred  to  Park  Lane  Clinic  as  the  otherwise 
disused  premises  at  Masefield  Road  had  suffered  damage  due  to 
vandalism.  The  intention  was  to  transfer  these  sessions  to  a  new 
clinic  in  Primrose  Lane  on  its  completion. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1964 
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Minor  ailments  of  children  under  school  age  are  treated  by 
arrangement  at  the  minor  ailment  clinics  of  the  School  Health 
Service,  and  in  addition,  special  paediatric  clinics  are  held  jointly 
with  that  Service. 

The  paediatric  clinic,  to  which  children  in  need  of  specialist 
advice  may  be  referred  from  the  infant  welfare  centres,  is  held 
fortnightly. 

The  average  cost  of  welfare  centres  per  1,000  population  for 
the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  1963/64  was 
£126.  12s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £148.  11s.  Od. 


(f)  Infant  Deaths 

There  were  94  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  ;  of  these  81 
failed  to  survive  the  first  year,  and  of  these  55  failed  to  survive  the 
first  month  ;  48  died  in  the  first  week.  The  causes  of  death  are 


given  below  : — 

Cause  of  Death 
(.  ongenital  Malformations 
immaturity 

Intracranial  and  spinal  injury  at  birth, 
with  immaturity 

Intracranial  and  spinal  injury  at  birth, 
without  immaturity 
Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn  without 
immaturity  . 

Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atalectasis, 
with  immaturity 

Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atalectasis, 
without  immaturity 
Haemorrhagic  disease  of  newborn, 
without  immaturity 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Influenza 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Meningitis 

Intussusception . 

Diaphragmatic  hernia . 

Duodenal  stenosis 
Neuroblastoma . 

Fibrocystic  disease  of  the  pancreas  . 

Status  lymphaticus 
Convulsions 

Infant  of  diabetic  mother 
All  other  accidents 


Days 

0—7 

11 

9 

7 

6 

2 

1 

6 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Weeks  Months  Years 
1—4  1—12  1—4 


—  1 

1  — 

2  14  1 

1  1 

1  — 

1  1 

1  1 


1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

1  1 

2  7 


Totals  48  7  26  13 
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(g)  Premature  Infants 

The  premature  baby  nurse  visits  all  premature  infants  in  their 
homes,  the  frequency  of  her  visits  depending  on  their  weight  and 
condition  ;  special  cots  and  equipment  are  lent  from  the  Health 
Department  by  the  premature  baby  nurse. 

All  infants  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less  born  at  home  or  in  nursing 
homes  are  notified  to  the  premature  baby  nurse  on  the  day  of  birth. 
General  practitioners  usually  arrange  for  babies  weighing  less  than 
4  lbs.  to  be  admitted  to  a  premature  baby  unit  at  the  Women’s 
Hospital  (Wolverhampton),  or  the  Hallam  Hospital  (West  Brom¬ 
wich)  and  special  equipment  is  kept  at  the  ambulance  depot  for 
use  in  transporting  them. 

During  the  year  269  babies  were  born  alive  weighing  5J  lbs.  or 
less  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  and  238  of 
them  survived  28  days.  Of  these  269  babies  72  were  born  at  home 
or  in  private  nursing  homes  and  197  in  National  Health  Service 
hospitals  ;  17  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  transferred  sub¬ 
sequently  to  hospital  and  the  remaining  55  were  nursed  entirely 
at  home. 

The  birth  weight  (Column  I)  of  all  premature  babies  born 
alive  at  home  or  in  private  nursing  homes  (Column  II),  the  number 
of  these  nursed  entirely  at  home  or  in  private  nursing  homes 
(Column  III)  and  the  number  surviving  28  days  (Column  IV)  are 
shown  in  the  following  table 


I 

II 

III 

IV 

2  lbs. 

3  ozs.  or  less 

2 

2 

— 

3  lbs. 

4  ozs.  or  less 

3 

— 

— 

3  lbs. 

4  ozs. — 4  lbs.  6  ozs . 

14 

5 

5 

4  lbs. 

6  ozs. — 4  lbs.  15  ozs . 

9 

7 

7 

4  lbs. 

15  ozs. — 5  lbs.  8  ozs . 

44 

41 

41 

72 

55 

53 

Of  the  55  babies  nursed  entirely  at  home  or  in  private  nursing 
homes  53  survived  the  first  28  days. 

The  premature  baby  nurse  paid  1,509  visits  to  babies  born  at 
home  and  to  babies  discharged  from  hospital  or  nursing  homes. 

No  case  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  was  notified. 
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(h)  Illegitimate  Children 

There  were  350  illegitimate  children  born  alive  during  the  year  ; 
there  were  also  6  illegitimate  stillbirths.  This  total  of  356  illegiti¬ 
mate  (live  and  still)  births  represents  10.6  per  cent  of  all  (live  and 
still)  births.  The  local  authority  makes  grants  to  the  Legge  Home 
and  the  Hay  Home  of  £520  and  £100  annually  respectively.  When 
required,  patients  are  admitted  to  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  or 
Roman  Catholic  or  Salvation  Army  Homes  ;  necessary  financial 
assistance  is  provided  to  meet  the  charges. 

During  the  year  the  help  of  the  Health  Department  was 
sought  in  118  cases  (all  being  new  cases)  and  29  of  them  were 
accommodated  in  mother  and  baby  homes. 

After  the  War  the  illegitimate  births  (live  and  still)  went  down 
to  4.1  per  cent  in  1951.  In  the  thirteen  subsequent  years  the 
percentages  were  4.2,  4.6,  4.9,  6.4,  5.9,  6.7  7.1,  8.1,  8.4,  9.7,  10.5, 
11.4,  and  finally  in  1964,  10.6. 

The  average  cost  of  mother  and  baby  homes  per  thousand 
population  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in 
the  year  1963/64  was  £7.  2s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was 
£6.  5s.  Od. 

(i)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  were  notified. 

(j)  Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  centres  for  welfare  foods 
in  Wolverhampton  comprised  the  main  centre  at  the  Health 
Department,  all  clinics  and  7  shops  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough 
where  the  proprietors  granted  facilities. 

In  addition  to  the  welfare  foods  supplied  under  the  Government 
Welfare  Food  Scheme,  proprietary  brands  of  infant  foods  and 
nutrients  are  obtainable  at  all  clinics  if  they  have  been  prescribed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Organiser, 
1  assistant  and  6  helpers  (part-time). 
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Below  is  a  summary  of  the  issues  of  Government  Welfare  hoods 
made  during  each  quarter  of  the  year  : — 


Quarter 

ended 

National 
dried  milk. 
Tins 

Cod  liver 
oil. 

Bottles 

A.  &  D. 
tablets. 
Packets 

Orange 

juice. 

Bottles 

Total 

31.  3.64 

13,336 

1,183 

1,053 

8,458 

24,030 

30.  6.64 

12,720 

928 

958 

9,201 

23,807 

30.  9.64 

14,000 

895 

968 

9,352 

25,215 

31.12.64 

14,397 

1,114 

1,036 

8,121 

24,668 

Totals  for 

1964 

54,153 

4,120 

4,015 

35,132 

97,720 

Totals  for 

1963 

52,952 

4,409 

3,909 

34,046 

95,316 

(k)  Dental  Care 

The  Chief  Dental  Officer  reports  that  during  the  year  the 
priority  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school 
children  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  Authority’s  dental  officers 
devoting  part  of  their  time  to  these  patients.  The  equivalent  of 
720  half  days  was  spent  on  their  work.  The  additional  evening 
sessions  continued  to  be  popular  with  many  patients  who  find  it 
more  convenient  to  attend  at  a  time  when  their  husbands  are  at 
home  to  take  charge  of  the  family. 

The  service  for  pre-school  children  is  provided  on  request  and 
although  all  forms  of  treatment  are  available  the  demand  is  in  the 
main  for  the  relief  of  toothache. 

The  following  were  provided  with  dental  care  : — 


Treatment 

Made 

Examined 

commenced 

dentally  fit 

Mothers . 

753 

627 

206 

Children 

846 

676 

83 

The  following  forms  of  dental  treatment  were  provided 


Mothers 

Children 

Scaling  and  gum  treatment  . 

233 

8 

Fillings  . 

1,117 

323 

Silver  Nitrate  treatment 

9 

197 

Crowns  and  inlays 

15 

— 

Extractions 

1,684 

1,341 

General  anaesthetics  . 

Dentures  provided  : 

255 

541 

Full  upper  or  lower 

99 

— 

Partial  upper  or  lower  . 

149 

— 

Radiographs 

72 

6 
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(1)  Day  Nurseries 

The  day  nurseries  at  Bushbury  Road  and  Birmingham  Road 
have  accommodation  for  75  children  and  40  children  respectively, 
and  provide  facilities  for  the  training  of  nursery  students  for  the 
Certificate  of  the  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board. 


The  charge  is  2s.  Od.  each  day  for  children  in  the  priority  group, 
which  includes  the  children  of  widows,  widowers,  unmarried  mothers 
and  separated  or  divorced  parents  ;  children  from  families  in  which 
the  mother  is  ill,  the  father  unemployed,  incapacitated  or  in  the 
Forces  and  cases  referred  by  the  paediatrician.  The  charges  for 
other  cases,  which  are  admitted  with  the  consent  of  the  Health 
Committee,  vary  with  the  means  of  the  parents,  with  a  maximum  of 
8s.  Od.  a  day. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  nurseries 
during  the  year. 


Bushbury  Birmingham 


Road  Road 

Number  of  days  open  .  252  252 

Attendances  under  2  years  3,442  2,420 

Attendances  2-5  years  .  9,277  6,147 

Average  daily  attendance  under  2  years 13.7  9.6 

Average  daily  attendance  2-5  years  .  36.8  24.4 


The  average  daily  attendances  of  all  ages  at  Bushbury  Road 
was  50.5  and  at  Birmingham  Road  34.0  ;  in  the  previous  year  these 
figures  were  45.5  and  27.2  respectively.  During  the  past  year  the 
total  attendance  at  the  two  day  nurseries  has  increased  from 
18,257  to  21,286  with  59.8  per  cent  at  Bushbury  Road  and  40.2 
per  cent  at  Birmingham  Road. 

The  average  cost  of  day  nurseries  per  thousand  population  for 
the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1963/64 
was  £97.  18s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £123.  0s.  Od. 


2.  Midwifery 

(a)  General  Provisions 

During  the  year  5,917  confinements  took  place  in  the  borough  ; 
of  these  1,366  were  in  the  mother’s  home,  4,232  were  in  Hospital 
Management  Committee  institutions  and  319  in  private  nursing 
homes  (including  the  Q.V.N.I.). 
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Notifications  of  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  were  received  from  : — 


(i)  Midwives  in  Management  Committee  Institutions .  47 

(ii)  Municipal  Midwives  .  .  .  .  .  26 

(iii)  Domiciliary  Midwives  (private)  .  .  .  — 

(iv)  Midwives  in  private  nursing  homes  .  .  .  7 

(v)  Midwives  in  the  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  6 


Supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  her  capacity  as  medical 
supervisor,  and  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 


(b)  Municipal  Midwives 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor,  26  midwives  and  a  premature  baby  nurse.  The 
midwives  attended  1,360  cases,  the  doctor  being  present  at  14  per 
cent  of  deliveries.  Altogether  25,928  visits  were  paid  by  midwives  to 
women  delivered  at  home  including  6,244  ante-natal  visits  ;  in 
addition  1,894  patients  discharged  from  hospital  before  the  10th  day 
received  9,254  visits  during  the  remainder  of  the  lying-in  period  ; 
a  further  1,548  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
applications  for  hospital  beds  and  85  visits  were  made  to  defaulters 
from  hospital  and  general  practitioners’  clinics.  Medical  aid  was 
sought  by  municipal  midwives  in  460  cases  comprising  33  patients 
during  pregnancy,  250  patients  during  labour,  67  patients  after  the 
birth  and  110  infants. 

All  municipal  midwives  are  trained  to  administer  analgesia 
and  every  midwife  has  apparatus  for  administering  trilene.  Trilene 
was  administered  to  1,071  patients  (80  per  cent  of  confinements 
attended  by  municipal  midwives)  and  pethidine  was  administered 
to  974  patients  (72  per  cent  of  confinements).  Only  142  patients 
(10  per  cent)  received  no  form  of  sedation  ;  in  123  cases  the  midwife 
was  called  too  late  ;  35  cases  were  booked  for  hospital  but  were 
delivered  before  arrival  ;  in  19  cases  the  patient  refused  it  ; 
8  patients  had  not  signed  the  form  of  consent;  5  cases  were  unbooked 
emergencies  and  in  3  cases  there  were  medical  reasons  against. 

Municipal  midwives  delivered  about  5  cases  each  month  and 
they  attend  the  ante-natal  clinics  in  their  area  to  book  and  examine 
their  patients,  so  that  each  patient  meets  not  only  the  midwife 
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who  probably  will  look  after  her  but  also  the  relief  midwife  ;  in 
addition  the  midwife  visits  the  patient’s  home  at  least  twice,  once 
early  in  pregnancy  to  ascertain  that  it  is  suitable  for  a  domiciliary 
confinement  and  again  later  in  pregnancy  to  confirm  that  adequate 
arrangements  have  been  made.  Expectant  mothers  seeking 
admission  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  apply  to  the  Health 
Department  and  subsequently  they  are  visited  in  their  homes  by  a 
midwife  who  reports  on  the  conditions  and  circumstances  ;  the 
reports  are  considered  by  the  Medical  and  Non-Medical  Supervisors 
who  then  select  those  most  urgently  needing  the  available  hospital 
accommodation. 

A  domiciliary  midwifery  night  service  rota  introduced  in  1959 
is  in  operation  with  5  midwives  on  call  between  6  p.m.  and  6  a.m. 
Each  patient  is  given  the  telephone  number  of  a  private  line  to  the 
Ambulance  Centre  and  the  Ambulance  Service  acts  as  the  central 
depot  for  calls,  notifying  the  midwife  nearest  to  the  patient  who 
then  proceeds  to  the  call. 

Six  classes  are  held  each  week  for  instruction  of  the  expectant 
mother  by  a  midwife  and  a  health  visitor.  The  classes  are  held  at 
Lea  Road  (twice  weekly),  Brooklands  Parade,  Warstones,  Park 
Lane  and  Oxley  Clinics  ;  539  mothers  made  3,167  attendances. 

Chest  x-ray  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  are  available  for  all  expectant  mothers. 

Two  midwives  attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 

Twenty-two  pupil  midwives  were  accepted  for  Part  II  Midwif¬ 
ery  training  in  Wolverhampton  where  the  School  was  opened  in 
June,  1960.  The  initial  three  months  of  this  training  are  spent  in 
the  Midwifery  Department  at  New  Cross  Hospital  where  the  pupils 
reside  ;  the  following  three  months  are  spent  gaining  domiciliary 
experience  with  local  authority  midwives  in  Wolverhampton. 
Twelve  pupils  were  successful  at  the  examinations  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board.  The  others  left  the  area  before  re-sitting  the 
examination. 

The  work  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  Wolverhampton  has 
changed  in  recent  years  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  admissions 
to  hospital  followed  by  early  discharge  and  to  the  increasing 
proportion  of  pregnancies  that  occur  in  immigrants.  A  few  years 
ago  each  of  the  20  domiciliary  midwives  expected  to  book  about 
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65  patients  a  year  for  confinement,  make  130  ante-natal  visits  to 
ascertain  that  adequate  arrangements  had  been  made,  and  make 
845  post-natal  visits  to  her  patients  in  their  homes.  Today  each  of 
the  26  domiciliary  midwives  can  expect  to  book  about  50  patients  a 
year  for  confinement,  make  240  ante-natal  visits  (an  increase  due  to 
the  difficulty  in  persuading  immigrants,  particularly  those  from 
India,  to  prepare  for  domiciliary  confinement),  make  760  post-natal 
visits  to  their  patients  in  their  homes  and  in  addition,  a  further 
350  post-natal  visits  to  73  hospital  patients  who  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  early  in  the  lying-in  period. 

The  average  expenditure  on  domiciliary  midwifery  per  1,000 
population  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  for 
1963/64  was  £143.  6s.  Od.  In  Wolverhampton  the  expenditure 
was  £200.  14s.  Od.  This  figure,  substantially  above  the  average,  is 
due  to  the  unusually  high  proportion  of  domiciliary  confinements 
(for  which  the  local  health  authority  is  responsible),  and  the 
corresponding  unusually  low  proportion  of  institutional  confine¬ 
ments  (for  which  the  hospital  service  is  responsible).  This  is 
confirmed  by  comparing  the  average  cost  per  maternity  case 
attended  in  all  County  Boroughs,  £19.  17s.  0d.,  with  the  cost  per 
case  in  Wolverhampton,  £17.  6s.  Od. 

The  care  of  a  large  number  of  patients  discharged  from  hospitals 
while  still  requiring  nursing  is  a  further  reason  for  the  high  cost  of 
the  domiciliary  service. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

The  establishment  is  a  Superintendent  and  23  Health  Visitors. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent,  3  group 
advisers,  15  health  visitors  and  5  clinic  nurses.  Among  their  other 
duties  the  group  advisers  help  in  the  training  of  student  health 
visitors,  arrange  for  student  nurses  from  hospital  to  gain  first  hand 
experience  of  the  work  of  health  visitors,  and  also  advise  newly 
trained  health  visitors  until  they  are  well  established  in  their  areas. 
Two  clinic  nurses  were  attached  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and  devoted 
most  of  their  time  to  the  patients  attending  that  clinic  and  their 
contacts.  A  health  visitor  is  present  at  the  Royal  Hospital  each 
week  when  the  paediatrician  does  a  ward  round,  and  another  health 
visitor  visits  the  mother  and  baby  homes  weekly  to  advise  on 
feeding,  etc.,  and  to  give  mothercraft  talks.  Two  health  visitors 
attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 
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Health  Visitors  instruct  and  advise  mothers  at  the  ante-natal 
and  infant  welfare  sessions,  visit  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
children  under  school  age,  and  undertake  many  other  duties. 
These  include  visiting  cases  of  infectious  disease,  patients  discharged 
from  hospital  and  in  need  of  after-care  and  elderly  people  who  may 
require  domestic  and  other  assistance  in  the  home.  They  stress  the 
importance  of  immunisation  and  vaccination,  they  co-operate  with 
hospitals  and  general  practititioners  by  furnishing  relevant  details 
of  home  conditions  and  ensuring  that  advice  and  treatment  are 
carried  out.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  families  presenting 
“social  problems.’ 5  Health  Visitors  attend  clinics  held  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  twice  monthly  by  Dr.  Buchan  of  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital, 
Great  Barr,  for  the  assessment  of  mentally  subnormal  children. 

The  presence  of  large  numbers  of  immigrants  has  added  to  the 
work  of  health  visitors.  The  language  difficulty  encountered  with 
immigrants  from  Asia  necessitates  more  frequent  visiting  to  ensure 
that  advice  has  been  understood,  and  each  visit  is  made  longer  by 
the  difficulty  in  communication.  Jamaicans  move  frequently  from 
house  to  house  and  this  adds  to  the  difficulty  in  revisiting  children  ; 
their  willingness  to  mind  the  children  of  other  Jamaicans  whose 
names  they  do  not  know  increases  the  time  occupied  in  a  visit. 

Details  of  the  visits  made  during  1964  are  given  below  : — 


Expectant  mothers  .  .  .  850 

Children  under  1,  1st  Visits  .  .  3,297 

Children  1-2,  1st  Visits  .  .  .  4,092 

Children  2-5,  1st  Visits  .  .  .  8,353 

Children  0-5,  revisits  .  .  .  21,776 

Tuberculous  households  .  .  3,007 

Other  cases  .  .  .  .  2,433 


43,808 


In  addition,  health  visitors  attended  2,632  half  day  sessions  at 
the  clinics. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  Health  Visitors  entered  30,201 
households  (excluding  those  they  visited  in  connection  with 
tuberculosis)  and  they  visited  15,742  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  average  cost  of  health  visiting  per  1,000  population  for  the 
82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1963/64  was 
£123.  3s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £141.  14s.  Od. 
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4.  Home  Nursing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent, 
18  full-time  state  registered  nurses,  2  full-time  state  enrolled  nurses 
and  5  part-time  state  registered  nurses.  Of  the  18  full-time  state 
registered  nurses,  2  are  on  the  Roll  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nurses,  10  hold  the  National  Certificate  of  District  Nursing. 

All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  use  the  service.  In  the 
vast  majority  of  cases  the  doctor  or  his  receptionist  telephones  the 
Health  Department.  Doctors  are  able  to  telephone  the  Ambulance 
Department  at  times  when  the  Health  Department  is  closed  and 
obtain  from  them  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  the  nurse  on 
duty  for  messages.  When  a  patient  is  about  to  be  discharged  from 
hospital  who  will  require  nursing  treatment  after  returning  home, 
the  hospital  medical-social  worker  usually  telephones  the  Health 
Department  prior  to  the  patient’s  discharge  and  a  written  request 
follows. 


A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  nurses  is  given  below  : — 

Cases  on  Register  Cases  on  Register 

at  1.1.64  New  Cases  Total  Visits  at  31.12.64 

342  1,417  60,131  372 


The  nature  and  number  of  the  cases  and  the  number  of  visits 
they  received  were  : — 


Cases  Number  Visits 

Medical  .  1,244  49,410 

Surgical  .  348  9,460 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .  10  333 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  6  380 

Maternal  complications  7  70 

Others  .  144  478 


1,759  60,131 


Children  under  5  years  of  age  (2.0  per  cent  of  all  patients) 
received  less  than  1  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  8  visits 
a  case  ;  patients  between  5  and  64  years  of  age  (36.7  per  cent  of  all 
patients)  received  27.0  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  25.2 
visits  a  case  ;  patients  of  65  years  of  age  and  over  (61.3  per  cent  of  all 
patients)  received  72.5  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of 
40  visits  a  case. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  fell  during 
the  year  and  was  39  per  cent  less  than  in  the  year  before  ;  in  1955 
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these  visits  numbered  12,923  and  in  successive  years  they  have  been 
7,011,  4,088,  2,951,  2,111,  1,173,  1,363,  728,  1,172  and  713  res¬ 
pectively. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  home  nurses  involves  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  drugs  by  injection  and  during  the  year  they  gave  13,788 
injections  to  376  patients.  The  largest  group  of  injections,  8,109 
were  of  insulin  given  to  47  patients  ;  936  were  of  streptomycin  given 
to  22  patients  ;  and  the  remaining  4,743  injections  given  to  307 
patients  consisted  largely  of  antibiotic,  diuretic  and  vitamin  drugs. 

The  sixth  training  course  for  state  registered  nurses  was  organ¬ 
ised  by  the  West  Midlands  District  Nurse  Training  Course  during 
the  months  April  to  and  including  July.  The  written  examination 
for  the  National  Certificate  in  District  Nursing  was  held  on  8th 
September.  Three  nurses  from  Wolverhampton  were  entered  for 
this  Course  and  all  gained  the  National  Certificate. 

One  nurse  attended  a  residential  Refresher  Course  at  Bristol 
and  another  a  non-residential  Refresher  Course  at  Birmingham. 

In  the  financial  year  1963/64  the  home  nursing  service  in 
Wolverhampton  cost  £145.  15s.  Od.  per  thousand  population  ;  the 
average  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£188.  19s.  Od. 


5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  997  persons  were  vaccinated  and  154  re¬ 
vaccinated.  Of  those  vaccinated  149  were  under  one  year  old  and 
of  those  re-vaccinated  132  were  15  years  old  and  over.  Medical 
officers  of  the  local  authority  carried  out  447  of  the  1,151  vaccinations 
and  re-vaccinations. 

There  were  3,298  infants  born  alive  during  the  year  and  the 
149  vaccinations  under  one  year  old  represented  0.46  per  cent  of 
these  births. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

A  total  of  2,611  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year.  Private  practitioners  carried  out  736  immunisations 
and  1,875  were  done  by  medical  officers  of  the  local  authority  in 
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schools,  clinics  and  day  nurseries.  In  addition  reinforcement  doses 
were  given  to  2,174  children  mostly  in  schools.  The  estimated 
percentage  of  the  child  population  born  in  1964  immunised  against 
diphtheria  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  59%. 

(c)  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

This  is  available  at  all  clinics  where  1,864  children  received  it. 
A  further  735  children  are  known  to  have  been  immunised  by  general 
practitioners.  All  2,599  children  were  immunised  with  a  combined 
antigen.  The  estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population  born  in 
1964  immunised  against  whooping  cough  at  the  end  of  the  year 
is  58%. 

(d)  Immunisation  against  Tetanus 

During  the  year  1,865  children  were  immunised  against  tetanus 
at  clinics  and  a  further  736  are  known  to  have  been  immunised  by 
general  practitioners.  Of  this  total  of  2,601  children,  2,599  were 
immunised  with  a  combined  antigen  and  2  with  tetanus  vaccine 
alone. 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  1964  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  offered  to 
all  13  year  old  pupils  in  Secondary  Schools.  Consent  forms  were 
issued  to  the  parents  of  2,385  ;  there  were  1,994  acceptances  (83%) 
and  of  these  1,294  were  vaccinated.  The  proportion  of  skin  tests 
which  were  positive  when  read  was  19%  ;  75  children  who  were  skin 
test  positive  were  known  to  have  had  B.C.G.  The  proportion  of 
skin  tests  which  were  positive  due  to  naturally  acquired  immunity 
was  15.7%. 

Those  not  vaccinated  numbered  700  and  comprised  : - 


Absentees  for  Heaf  Testing  .  .  .  167 

Unsuitable  for  Heaf  Testing  .  .  .  60 

Positive  Heaf  Tests .  ..  .  .  .  .  326 

Heaf  Tests  not  read  .  06 

Heaf  Test  negative — vaccination  deferred  .  51 


In  addition  sessions  were  held  at  Red  Hill  Street  Clinic  for 
(i)  Absentees  ;  (ii)  children  of  other  age  groups,  including  Asiatic 
children  from  11-16  years  of  age  ;  (iii)  students  from  colleges  of 
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further  education.  At  these  sessions  404  Heaf  tests  were  completed, 
47  or  14%  were  positive  due  to  naturally  acquired  immunity, 
57  (mainly  Asiatic  children)  were  positive  due  to  previous  vaccina¬ 
tion,  262  were  given  B.C.G.  The  total  number  of  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tions  in  1964  by  Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  was  1,556. 

At  Dr.  Aspin’s  request  103  contacts  included  in  the  acceptances 
were  Heaf  tested  and  if  Heaf  test  positive  they  had  chest  X-rays. 
Those  who  were  Heaf  test  negative  were  referred  to  New  Cross 
Hospital  for  B.C.G.  vaccination.  These  were  in  addition  to  the 
1,556  already  mentioned. 

All  children  and  students  found  to  be  Heaf  test  positive  were 
referred  to  New  Cross  hospital  for  chest  X-ray  and  those  graded 
Heaf  3  or  Heaf  4  were  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  health  visitors  for 
family  investigation  and  follow  up.  One  Asiatic  child  was  admitted 
to  the  Limes  Sanatorium  with  a  left  hilar  adenapathy  and  some 
pleural  reaction.  Seven  children  showed  calcified  hilar  glands,  five 
of  them  having  healed  primary  foci.  One  child  had  enlarged 
paratracheal  glands  and  another  had  bronchiectasis.  Both  these 
children  are  being  kept  under  review. 

During  1964  there  were  no  other  13  year  old  children  notified  to 
the  Local  Health  Authority  as  having  tuberculosis. 


(f)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  vaccinations  performed  during 
the  year  : — 


Completed  initial 
course  of 
injections  or 

Children  Expectant 
0-5  5-15  Mothers 

15-25 

years 

25-40 

years 

Total 

doses 

1,988  135  481 

71 

179 

2,854 

Reinforcing  doses 

or  injections 

132  33  12 

5 

25 

207 

Medical  officers 

of  the  local  authority  carried  out  68% 

of  the 

vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations. 

The  estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population  born  in  1964 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  28%. 
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The  expenditure  in  Wolverhampton  on  vaccination  and 
immunisation  per  1,000  population  for  1963/64  was  £33.  17s.  Od. 
The  average  expenditure  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England 
and  Wales  was  £18.  13s.  Od. 

6.  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  has  a  staff  of  43  and  a  fleet  of  18  vehicles  consisting 
of  13  ambulances,  4  sitting  case  cars  and  a  mortuary  van.  The 
number  of  calls,  54,680  was  2.9  per  cent  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  the  total  mileage  was  213,415.  Of  the  total  calls  2.8  per 
cent  were  to  accidents  and  4.2  per  cent  to  emergencies. 

The  average  cost  of  the  ambulance  service  per  1,000  population 
for  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year 
1963/64  was  £324.  0s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £348.  13s.  Od. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 
(a)  Tuberculosis 

During  the  past  year  the  work  has  followed  a  similar  pattern  to 
that  dealt  with  in  previous  years.  The  After  Care  Officer  has 
continued  to  see  newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  also  old 
cases  referred  by  the  chest  physicians,  health  visitors  and  others. 
She  advises  and  helps  them  on  any  personal  or  social  problem  which 
may  arise  in  connection  with  their  illness. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  }^ear  in  helping  patients  to 
return  to  suitable  employment.  On  being  certified  fit  for  work 
the  patient  i$  referred  to  the  After  Care  Officer  for  discussion  of 
future  plans.  The  patient  may  be  able  to  make  his  or  her  own 
arrangements  but  more  often  the  Ministry  of  Labour  s  Disablement 
Rehabilitation  Officer  gives  help  in  placing  the  patient  in  a  suitable 
job. 

It  is  impossible  to  reduce  to  statistical  form  work  which  is  of 
such  a  personal  nature,  but  the  following  figures  give  some  indication 
of  what  has  been  done  during  1964  :  381  cases  were  referred  to  the 
After  Care  Officer  from  various  sources  and  the  total  number  of 
domiciliary  visits  made  to  tuberculous  families  was  624.  Financial 
help,  clothing  and  bedding  grants  were  obtained  for  52  patients  and 
29  housing  problems  were  investigated.  Free  milk  allowances  were 
given  in  27  cases. 
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(b)  Other  Illness 

Similar  needs  of  patients  with  illnesses  other  than  tuberculosis 
have  been  met  from  various  sources.  Visits  to  the  elderly  continue 
and  during  the  year  39  housing  problems  were  investigated.  There 
were  56  applications  for  convalescent  holidays  :  convalescence  was 
arranged  for  26  adults  and  3  children,  the  other  applicants  either 
being  unsuitable  or  withdrawing  their  applications. 

(c)  Home  Nursing  Equipment  Service 

This  year  882  articles  were  loaned  compared  with  889  last  year. 
Quarterly  checking  on  loans  has  continued  and  demands  for  most 
items  can  be  met  immediately.  Wheel  chairs  and  commode  chairs 
are  often  on  loan  for  considerable  periods  and  demand  does  some¬ 
times  exceed  supply  but  it  is  hoped  to  build  up  the  stock  of  these 
more  expensive  items  during  the  coming  year. 

(d)  Laundry  Service 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  attends  a  number  of  incontinent 
patients  who  either  cannot  provide  bed  linen  or  are  unable  to  arrange 
to  have  it  washed,  and  a  laundry  service  was  introduced  in  1959  for 
such  patients.  A  stock  of  bed  linen  is  held  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  this  is  issued  to  incontinent  patients  through  the  district 
nursing  service.  These  sheets  when  soiled  are  collected  and  sent  to 
the  laundry  at  New  Cross  Hospital.  During  the  year  11,872  sheets 
were  issued  to  patients. 

(e)  Chiropody  Service 

The  chiropody  service  provides  free  treatment  for  persons  of 
pensionable  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers. 
Seven  part-time  chiropodists  were  employed  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  following  treatments  had  been  given  : — 

Physically  Expectant 
Elderly  Handicapped  Mothers 


Health  Department  Clinics  .  4,384 

Welfare  Service  Homes  1,067 

Voluntary  Homes  and  Old 

People’s  Clubs .  640 

Domiciliary  .  1,894 


7,985 
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The  average  cost  of  prevention,  care  and  after-care  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  per  1,000  population  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England 
and  Wales  in  the  year  1963/64  was  £23.  15s.  Od.  :  in  Wolverhampton 
it  was  £18.  13s.  Od. 

The  average  cost  of  the  services  for  other  illness  per  1,000 
population  in  the  82  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£51.  19s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £30.  11s.  Od. 

8.  Domestic  Help 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  12  whole-time  and  96  half-time 
workers  ;  this  staff  represents  an  increase  of  2  half-time  workers  in 
the  year.  The  1,221  cases  assisted  by  the  home  helps  during  the 
year  comprised  : — 


Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  .  106 

Tuberculous  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Chronic  Sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  .  891 

Problem  families  .  — 

Others  ......  .  .  .  .  .  222 


The  organiser  investigates  the  conditions  in  every  case  before 
domestic  help  is  sent  and  subsequently  she  pays  weekly  visits  ; 
during  the  year  she  paid  3,176  visits.  In  January  634  patients 
classed  as  “chronic  sick”  were  receiving  regular  weekly  help  and  the 
number  had  increased  to  677  by  December,  of  whom  17  per  cent 
were  below  the  age  of  65.  Most  of  them  are  enabled  to  continue 
living  in  their  own  homes  by  the  domestic  help  which  they  receive. 
They  are  encouraged  to  undertake  some  of  the  lighter  duties  them¬ 
selves,  although  this  increases  the  burden  on  the  individual  home 
help  who  is  left  with  the  heaviest  and  dirtiest  work  in  every  house¬ 
hold  where  often  there  are  no  labour-saving  devices  or  even  house¬ 
hold  equipment. 

Recruitment  of  suitable  people  for  the  Home  Help  Service 
continues  to  be  a  major  problem.  This  problem  prevails  in  all  large 
towns  in  the  industrial  Midlands,  but  is  less  acute  in  outlying 
districts.  We  have  recuited  a  number  of  people  to  work  three  hours 
daily  during  the  last  year,  but  this  can  only  be  arranged  if  work  is 
available  fairly  near  home,  for  a  person  able  to  work  for  such  a  short 
period  of  time  is  unable  to  spend  a  further  1J  hours  daily  travelling 
to  and  from  work. 
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There  is  a  need  for  the  public  to  realise  that  a  home  help  plays 
an  important  part  in  the  recognised  policy  for  home  care  and  is  not 
an  unpaid  cleaner.  Obviously  her  duties  are  many  and  varied  ; 
apart  from  being  a  capable  housewife  and  good  manager  she  must 
have  a  kindly  disposition  and  be  capable  of  dealing  sympathetically 
and  tactfully  with  the  sick  and  aged. 

During  1964  a  number  of  home  helps  took  a  course  of  instruction 
by  arrangement  with  the  Electrical  Association  for  Women.  They 
attended  lectures  in  their  own  time  once  weekly  for  13  weeks  and 
14  members  decided  to  take  the  examination  at  the  end.  All  14 
passed  the  examination,  one  with  distinction  and  4  with  credit. 

The  Organiser  has  given  talks  on  the  Home  Help  Service  to  a 
good  cross-section  of  the  public  during  the  year,  ranging  from  the 
Annual  General  Meeting  for  Cancer  Relief  to  the  Women’s  Institute. 

The  night  sitter  service  begun  in  November  1962  continued 
throughout  1963  for  the  seriously  ill  or  dying.  Night  sitters 
usually  work  from  10  p.m.  —  6  a.m.,  bringing  much  comfort  to  the 
seriously  ill  and  lonely  during  the  night.  Recruitment  of  suitable 
people  is  difficult  but  it  is  hoped  that  as  existing  home  helps  reach 
retirement  age  they  may  be  willing  to  do  this  work  for  one  or  two 
nights  weekly.  During  1964  eight  cases  had  the  benefit  of  this 
service. 

In  the  financial  year  1963/64  the  domestic  help  service  in 
Wolverhampton  cost  £177.  5s.  Od.  per  thousand  population  ;  the 
average  for  the  82  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£239.  15s.  Od. 

9.  Health  Education 

An  annual  contribution  of  £136.  5s.  Od.  is  made  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  and  one  of  five  guineas  to  the  National 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Poster  boards  in 
various  parts  of  the  town  are  used  for  the  display  of  topics  supplied 
by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Pamphlets  prepared 
by  the  Central  Council  on  a  variety  of  subjects  including  smoking, 
poliomyelitis,  measles,  influenza  and  common  colds  are  distributed 
to  the  clinics.  The  parents  of  all  school  leavers  are  advised  of  the 
desirability  of  accepting  B.C.G.  vaccination  when  it  is  necessary. 
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Health  Education  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  health  visitors 
who  constantly  advise  mothers  on  the  management,  feeding  and 
clothing  of  children,  the  dangers  of  accidents,  and  the  importance  of 
protecting  children  against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  poliomyelitis. 

The  dangers  of  food  poisoning  and  the  importance  of  food 
storage  and  food  preparation  continue  to  be  stressed  in  talks  given 
by  members  of  the  staff  to  various  organisations  in  the  town. 


10.  Mental  Health 
(a)  Administration 

The  Health  (Mental  Health)  Sub-Committee  meets  monthly  and 
delegates  no  duties  to  voluntary  associations.  Statistical  information 
is  placed  before  the  Committee,  reports  on  individual  subnormal 
patients  are  considered  but  no  individual  reports  are  received  on 
cases  of  mental  illness.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  includes 
one  female  and  four  male  mental  welfare  officers  (one  part-time) 
who  are  all  appointed  to  make  application  for  the  admission  of 
patients  to  hospital  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act, 
1959  ;  in  Wolverhampton  before  this  procedure  is  carried  out  each 
patient  invariably  is  examined  at  home  by  a  consultant  psychiatrist 
from  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  or  from  New  Cross  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton.  The  female  officer  deals  particularly  with  the 
mentally  subnormal.  The  Special  Training  Centres  have  a  staff  of 
2  supervisors,  1  male  instructor,  10  assistant  supervisors,  2  trainees, 
1  part-time  teacher  for  individual  tuition  and  2  general  assistants. 

Co-operation  with  the  hospital  authorities  has  continued. 
Wolverhampton  is  included  in  the  catchment  area  of  St.  Margaret’s 
Hospital,  Great  Barr  and  all  hospital  admissions  of  subnormal 
patients  are  now  arranged  by  application  there.  Consultant  psych¬ 
iatrists  from  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  attend  the  out-patient 
psychiatric  clinics  at  the  Royal  Hospital  and  New  Cross  Hospital, 
and  at  the  latter  they  are  responsible  also  for  the  medical  supervision 
of  patients  admitted  to  the  psychiatric  unit  ;  the  consultants  call 
upon  the  service  of  the  mental  welfare  officers  at  out-patient  clinics 
and  readily  make  themselves  available  to  advise  these  officers. 
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(b)  Work  undertaken  in  the  Community 
(i)  Mental  Illness 

Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care)  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
interviewed  in  the  Health  Department,  or  visited  in  their  own 
homes,  2,147  people,  who  had  been  referred  to  them  by  general 
practitioners  or  by  other  departments,  or  who  came  direct  to  them 
seeking  help  and  advice.  These  officers  also  paid  37 6  visits  to  former 
mental  hospital  patients  and  50  were  being  regularly  visited  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959,  17  persons 
(12  male  and  5  female)  were  admitted  by  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  to  New  Cross  Plospital  under  Section  29  (for  emergency 
observation).  Of  these,  3  persons  (1  male  and  two  female)  were 
regraded  to  Section  25  (further  observation),  all  of  whom  were 
subsequently  discharged,  whilst  6  persons  (4  male  and  2  female) 
were  regraded  to  Section  25  and  transferred  to  St.  George’s  Hospital, 
Stafford  for  further  observation,  4  of  whom  (3  male  and  1  female) 
were  subsequently  discharged  and  2  (1  male  and  1  female)  remaining 
in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year  ;  1  male  patient  was  regraded  to 
Section  26,  transferred  to  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  and 
subsequently  discharged  ;  3  male  patients  accepted  treatment  on  an 
informal  basis  in  New  Cross  Hospital,  all  later  being  discharged  and 
4  persons  (3  male  and  1  female)  were  discharged  without  further 
observation  or  treatment. 

Other  admissions  to  New  Cross  Hospital  comprised  8  persons 
(7  male  and  1  female)  under  Section  25,  6  of  whom  (5  male  and 
1  female)  were  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  28  day 
period,  the  remaining  2  males  were  regraded  to  Section  26,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford,  and  subsequently  dis¬ 
charged  ;  22  persons  (12  male  and  10  female)  admitted  on  an 
informal  basis,  of  whom  13  (7  male  and  6  female)  were  discharged 
following  treatment,  3  (2  male  and  1  female)  transferred  to  St. 
George’s  Hospital,  Stafford,  and  later  discharged  ;  1  female  patient 
was  regraded  to  Section  26,  transferred  to  St.  George’s  Hospital, 
Stafford  and  later  discharged,  1  male  patient  was  regraded  to 
Section  25  and  remains  in  hospital,  1  male  patient  died  and  3  persons 


49 


(1  male  and  2  female)  were  still  receiving  treatment  on  an  informal 
basis  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  males  were  admitted  under 
Section  136  (by  a  police  constable  for  emergency  observation) 

1  of  whom  was  discharged,  the  other  transferred  to  St.  George’s 
Hospital,  Stafford,  where  he  remains  as  an  informal  patient. 

There  was  an  increase  of  3  in  the  number  of  direct  admissions 
to  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford.  These  admissions  comprised 
18  persons  (9  male  and  9  female)  admitted  under  Section  29,  of 
whom  3  (2  male  and  1  female)  were  discharged  at  the  expiration  of 
the  statutory  72  hours,  1  male  patient  was  regraded  to  Section  25 
and  subsequently  discharged,  2  male  patients  were  regraded  to 
Section  26,  1  of  whom  was  discharged  following  treatment,  the 
other  remaining  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  12  (4  male 
and  8  female)  who  accepted  treatment  on  an  informal  basis,  of 
whom  3  males  and  4  females  were  later  discharged  and  1  male  and 
4  females  were  still  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; 
32  persons  (10  male  and  22  female)  were  admitted  under  Section  25, 
of  whom  2  females  were  still  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  8  (4  male  and  4  female)  were  discharged  within  the  statutory 
28  day  period,  whilst  22  (6  male  and  16  female)  were  regraded  to 
informal  status,  of  whom  10  (3  male  and  7  female)  were  subsequently 
discharged  and  12  (3  male  and  9  female)  were  receiving  treatment  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  18  persons  (10  male  and  8  female) 
admitted  under  Section  26,  12  (7  male  and  5  female)  were  discharged 
following  treatment  and  6  (3  male  and  3  female)  were  receiving 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  1  female  patient  was  admitted 
under  Section  60  (Compulsory  Admission  Order  by  the  Magistrates’ 

Court). 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  also  assisted  in  the  admission  of 
83  informal  patients  (39  male  and  44  female).  Of  these,  55  (24  male 
and  31  female)  were  discharged,  27  (14  male  and  13  female)  remained 
in  hospital  and  1  female  patient  was  regraded  to  Section  26  and 
discharged  after  treatment. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  also  admitted  to  hospitals  under 
various  sections  of  the  Act,  24  patients  who  were  normally  resident: 
outside  the  County  Borough  limits. 
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Age  Group  Analysis  of  all  Admissions  resident  in  Borough 


Sex 

16-19 

Yrs. 

20-29 

Yrs. 

30-39 

Yrs. 

40-49 

Yrs. 

50-59 

Yrs. 

60-69 

Yrs. 

70-79 

Yrs. 

Over 

80 

Yrs. 

All 

Ages 

Male 

2 

18 

20 

28 

9 

15 

6 

3 

101 

Female  . 

8 

14 

22 

11 

22 

14 

6 

3 

100 

Total 

10 

32 

42 

39 

31 

29 

12 

6 

201 

Sources  of  Ref  era!-— All  Patients 


General  Practitioners 

95 

Relatives 

23 

Hospitals 

25 

Out  Patient  Clinics 

27 

Police  . 

13 

Other  Sources 

18 

Total 

201 

THE  PSYCHIATRIC  SOCIAL  CLUB  continued  during  the 
year  but  the  number  of  patients  attending  was  not  so  high  ;  the 
average  attendance  over  the  year  was  ten  per  session. 

BLAKELEY  GREEN  HOUSE  continued  to  provide  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  residential  accommodation  for  men — twenty-eight 
patients  were  accommodated  during  1964  and  eight  were  in 
residence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(ii)  Mental  Subnormality 

In  1964  49  new  cases  were  ascertained  by  the  local  health 
authority  ;  8  (5  males  and  3  females)  over  sixteen  on  leaving  E.S.N. 
School,  12  (6  males  and  6  females)  under  16  whilst  attending  E.S.N. 
School,  19  (10  males,  9  females)  on  attaining  school  age  but  found  to 
be  unsuitable  for  admission  to  school,  4  (3  males,  1  female)  severely 
subnormal  under  5  years  unsuitable  for  the  Special  Training  Centre 
or  admission  to  school,  6  (2  males,  3  females  over  16,  and  1  female 
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under  16),  from  other  sources.  Of  these,  6  were  admitted  to 
permanent  vacancies  in  hospital,  30  were  admitted  to  the  Special 
Training  Centres,  and  13  remained  at  home  under  supervision,  2  of 
which  are  severely  subnormal  and  awaiting  hospital  vacancies. 

During  the  year  3  persons  died  ;  14  were  admitted  to  hospitals 
for  permanent  care  (4  males  under  16  years  and  9  males  and 
1  female  over  16  years)  ;  20  were  admitted  for  temporary  care 
under  the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52. 

The  number  of  cases  known  to  the  Health  Department  to  be  in 
need  of  after-care  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  624,  comprising  the 
following  : — 


Number  of  known  Subnormal  and  severely  Subnormal  persons 
receiving  home  visits  and  in  hospitals 


Unde 

.r  16 

Over  16 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

(i)  Receiving  home  visits 

(a)  Under  supervision 

(b)  Attending  and  awaiting 
admission  to  Special 

86 

116 

202 

Training  Centre 
(c)  Awaiting  admission  to 

55 

43 

35 

30 

163 

hospital 

6 

2 

1 

- . 

9 

(ii)  In  hospital 

17 

13 

119 

101 

250 

Total  . 

78 

58 

241 

247 

624 

This  total  of  624  known  subnormal  and  severely  subnormal 
persons  is  the  number  considered  under  the  terms  of  the  Mental 
Health  Act,  1959,  to  be  in  need  of  care  either  in  the  community  or  in 
hospital. 


SPECIAL  TRAINING  CENTRES 

The  work  at  the  Special  Training  Centres  continues  to  expand. 
The  new  Training  Centre  at  Oxley  is  now  very  well  established  ; 
several  items  of  contract  work  have  been  obtained  during  the  year. 
The  Oxley  Centre  is  situated  in  extensive  grounds  which  are 
maintained  by  the  older  boys  who  appear  to  enjoy  this  type  of  work. 
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The  children  continue  to  use  the  facilities  available  to  school 
children — minor  ailments  clinic,  dental  clinic,  etc. 

The  Junior  Training  Centre  in  Waterloo  Road,  is  working  to 
full  capacity  and  the  children  attending  are  transferred  to  Oxley 
Centre  when  they  reach  the  age  of  16  years. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  attending  the  Special  Training 
Centres,  25  are  suffering  from  some  degree  of  spasticity. 

There  were  33  admissions  to  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and 
at  the  31st  December  there  were  187  on  the  register,  including 
21  Out-of-Borough  cases,  i.e.  : — 


Male  Female 


Oxley  S.T.C.  Adults  .  34  28 

Special  Care  Unit  12  8 

Nursery  Group  .  16  13 

Waterloo  Road  S.T.C.  Juniors  —  —  51  25 


During  the  year  1  adult  male  and  2  males  under  16  from  the 
Centre  were  admitted  to  permanent  vacancies  at  St.  Margaret’s 
Hospital,  and  14  admissions  were  made  to  the  hospital  under  the 
provision  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52  for  temporary  care,  in 
order  that  the  parents  could  have  a  holiday. 

The  average  cost  of  training  centres  per  thousand  population 
for  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year 
1963-64  was  £118.  2s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £144.  6s.  Od. 

The  average  cost  of  other  mental  health  services  for  the 
82  County  Boroughs  was  £65.  10s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was 
£54.  10s.  Od. 


11.  Care  oi  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

The  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  persons  who,  being 
seriously  ill  or  being  aged,  infirm,  or  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention.  Action  can  be  taken  by  the  local  authority  if  the  medical 
officer  of  health  certifies  that  it  is  necessary  to  remove  such  persons 
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either  in  their  own  interests  or  for  preventing  injury  or  serious 
nuisance  to  others. 

During  the  year  9  cases  (6  females  and  3  males)  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Health  Department.  Arrangements  were  made 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  one  to  enter  an 
Old  Persons  Home,  one  died  and  the  others  were  nursed  satisfact¬ 
orily  at  home. 


12.  Epileptics 

Only  29  epileptics  have  registered  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  they  represent  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  epileptics  in  Wolverhampton.  Two  epileptic 
children  of  school  age  are  in  special  schools,  and  several  other 
epileptic  children  who  do  not  need  special  education  attend  ordinary 
schools.  Among  the  subnormal  who  are  not  in  hospitals  50  are 
known  to  be  epileptic  and  11  of  these  attend  the  Special  Training 
Centre.  This  number  includes  all  known  epileptics,  the  majority 
of  whom  suffer  only  from  a  mild  form  of  epilepsy. 


13.  Spastics 

There  is  little  known  about  the  number  of  spastics  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  and  only  12  adults  have  registered  under  the  Council’s 
scheme.  Spastics  of  school  age  include  6  attending  a  special  school 
as  day  pupils  and  6  at  special  boarding  schools.  In  addition  a 
number  of  mild  cases  of  spasticity  presenting  no  special  educational 
problem  attend  ordinary  schools  in  the  town.  Some  subnormal 
children  have  the  additional  disability  of  being  spastic  and  in  the 
class  of  mentally  defective  spastic  children  at  the  Oxley  Special 
Training  Centre  there  are  now  26  children  of  whom  2  are  chair  cases, 
2  of  the  spastics  are  also  epileptics  and  are  included  in  the  figure  for 
epileptics. 


14.  Blind  Persons 

The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  was  39  blind  and 
9  partially  sighted  and  the  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register 
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at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  330. 

Their  age  and  sex 

distribution 

were  : — 

Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Age  2 

2 

— 

2 

„  4 

1 

1 

2 

5-10 

2 

3 

5 

11-15 

1 

1 

2 

16-20 

1 

2 

3 

21-29 

5 

3 

8 

30-39 

10 

1 

11 

40-49 

11 

12 

23 

50-59 

18 

17 

35 

60-64 

12 

16 

28 

65-69 

14 

23 

37 

70-79 

35 

49 

84 

80-84 

13 

35 

48 

85-89 

12 

22 

34 

90  and  over 

3 

5 

8 

140  190  330 


The  table  shows  that  64  per  cent  of  the  registered  blind  are 
aged  65  years  and  over,  and  that  53  per  cent  are  aged  70  years  or 
over. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  registered  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  these  in  which  treatment  was  recommended 
and  the  number  who  received  it  : — 


Cases  Registered 

Cause  of  T 

Usability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Total 

7 

7 

— 

34 

Recommended  for 
Treatment . 

6 

7 

— 

21 

Received  Treatment . 

2 

5 

— 

14 

55 


15.  Medical  Examinations 

Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  the  Transport,  Fire  Service,  Police  and 
other  Corporation  departments.  The  total  number  of  examinations 
during  1964  was  1,087,  comprising  881  males  and  206  females, 
including  621  (567  males  and  54  females)  for  the  Transport  Depart¬ 
ment,  22  males  for  the  Fire  Service  and  5  (2  males  and  3  females) 
for  the  Police  Service.  A  charge  is  made  to  Police  and  Transport 
Departments  and  the  Fire  Service  for  each  examination  performed, 
but  no  charge  is  made  to  other  Corporation  Departments.  In  addit¬ 
ion,  50  blood  samples  were  taken  from  Water  Department  employees 
to  exclude  latent  typhoid  infection. 


SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  Incidence 

The  corrected  notifications  per  1,000  population  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  Wolverhampton  during  1964  are  appended: — 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Encephalitis 
Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0.40 

0.61 

7.15 

0.06 

0.21 

0.03 

0.01 

0.09 

1.70  per  thousand  total 

births  occurring  in 
Wolverhampton 


There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria,  smallpox,  typhoid  fever, 
paratyphoid  fever  or  meningococcal  infection. 
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2.  Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  60  cases  notified,  all  of  which  were  nursed  at  home. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

3.  'Whooping  Cough 

There  were  92  notifications  ;  all  but  ten  of  the  cases  were  nursed 
at  home.  There  was  one  death  which  was  not  a  notified  case. 

4.  Measles 

Notifications  for  the  year  numbered  1,074  compared  with  2,237 
during  1963  and  30  during  1962  ;  13  cases  were  admitted  to 

hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

5.  Dysentery 

Notifications  were  8  ;  4  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

6.  Pneumonia 

There  were  32  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  and  there  were  172 
deaths,  one  of  these  was  amongst  the  notified  cases  ;  four  notified 
cases  were  nursed  in  hospital. 

7.  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  10,  of  which  only  5  were 
Wolverhampton  residents.  These  5  cases  were  confined  at  home. 
The  other  5  cases  were  all  confined  in  Wolverhampton  hospitals. 

8.  Miscellaneous 

Among  the  miscellaneous  cases  notified  were  13  cases  of  food 
poisoning,  5  cases  of  erysipelas,  1  case  of  encephalitis  and  2  ophth¬ 
almia  neonatorum. 

9.  Venereal  Diseases 

The  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal 
Hospital. 
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SYPHILIS.  During  the  year  18  cases  were  dealt  with  for  the 
first  time,  2  of  them  were  suffering  from  primary  or  secondary 
syphilis  or  latent  syphilis  in  the  first  year  of  infection.  Of  these 
18  cases  (5  male  and  13  female)  15  were  Wolverhampton  residents. 

GONORRHOEA.  There  were  378  cases  (294  males  and  84 
females)  dealt  with  for  the  first  time,  and  295  of  these  were  Wol¬ 
verhampton  residents.  In  addition,  1  Wolverhampton  resident 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea  was  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 

OTHER  CONDITIONS.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 
the  first  time  was  907  (570  males  and  337  females),  but  476  of  them 
(242  males  and  234  females)  did  not  require  treatment.  In  addition 
7  Wolverhampton  residents  suffering  from  one  of  these  other 
conditions  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 


10.  Tuberculosis 

The  local  health  authority  is  responsible  for  measures  designed 
to  prevent  tuberculosis,  and  they  include  advising  the  Housing 
Committee  on  the  desirability  of  providing  housing  accommodation 
for  families  containing  a  tuberculous  member  ;  persuading  all 
contacts  of  known  cases  to  report  for  examination;  the  routine  Heaf 
testing  of  all  infants  attending  welfare  centres  and  all  school  entrants, 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  all  school  leavers  of  whom  1,294  were 
vaccinated  during  the  year  as  well  as  262  older  school  children  and 
students.  X-ray  facilities  readily  available  to  general  practitioners 
continued  to  be  available  in  ascertaining  cases. 

Since  1920  there  were  continuous  declines  in  both  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  death  rates  in  Wolverhampton  until  1960. 
In  1951  the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  had  declined 
to  51  per  100,000,  in  1955  to  17,  in  1957  to  11,  in  1958  to  10,  in 
1959  to  9  and  in  1960  to  7.  In  1961  it  rose  to  10;  in  1962  it  was 
again  10;  in  1963  and  in  1964  (with  10  deaths,  9  of  which  were 
pulmonary)  it  was  7. 
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Notification 


Year 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Pulmonary 

Male 

63 

65 

64 

45 

58 

Female 

35 

36 

30 

24 

27 

N  on-  Pulmonary 

Male 

6 

11 

1 

6 

3 

Female 

2 

8 

3 

3 

7 

Total 

106 

120 

98 

78 

95 

The  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1964  were 


classified  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

632 

Male 

50 

Female 

366 

Female 

42 

998 

92 

Deaths 


The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1964  and  the  preceding  four 
years  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Pulmonary 

Male 

7 

10 

14 

7 

7 

Female 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

Non-  Pulmonary 

Male 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  . 

10 

15 

16 

10 

10 

Details  of  notifications  and  deaths  are  given  below  : — 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1—4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

5—14 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

10 

7 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25—44 

22 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45—64 

21 

7 

2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

65—74 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

75  &  over  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

58 

27 

3 

7 

7 

2 

— 

1 

59 


11.  Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  and  allied  conditions 
was  316.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  were  : — 


Age. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

— 

1 

1 

1—  4 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

2 

1 

3 

25—44 

8 

15 

23 

45—64 

73 

60 

133 

65—74 

53 

36 

89 

75  and  ever 

24 

43 

67 

sites  of  the  disease  were 

160 

156 

316 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tongue 

1 

1 

2 

Pharynx 

2 

— 

2 

Oesophagus 

4 

7 

11 

Stomach 

23 

20 

43 

Large  intestine 

4 

7 

11 

Rectum 

12 

8 

20 

Caecum 

— 

3 

3 

Ascending  Colon 

2 

— 

2 

Descending  Colon 

— 

2 

2 

Transverse  Colon 

— 

1 

1 

Sigmoid  Colon 

4 

3 

7 

Bowel 

1 

— 

1 

Liver 

3 

4 

7 

Kidney 

1 

1 

2 

Pancreas 

8 

6 

14 

Larynx 

2 

— 

2 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

59 

9 

68 

Breast 

1 

32 

33 

Uterus 

— 

12 

12 

Ovary 

— 

7 

7 

Vulva 

— 

3 

3 

Bladder 

2 

4 

6 

Prostate 

9 

— 

9 

Brain 

1 

1 

2 

Bone 

2 

1 

3 

Melanoma 

1 

— 

1 

Myeloma 

1 

2 

3 

Reticulosis 

1 

— 

1 

Fibrosarcoma 

1 

— 

1 

Lymphosarcoma 

2 

1 

3 

Neuroblastoma 

— 

1 

1 

Glioblastoma 

1 

— 

1 

Abdominal  wall 

1 

— 

1 

Renal  Epithelium 

1 

— 

1 

Thyroid 

1 

— 

1 

Peritoneum 

— 

2 

2 

Parotid 

1 

— 

1 

Gall  Bladder 

1 

— 

1 

Hodgkins  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

Leukaemia 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Sites 

4 

11 

15 

160 

156 

316 

60 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
F.  Binns  Hartley,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 


During  the  year  three  inspectors  obtained  posts  with  other 
authorities,  but  on  the  credit  side  a  pupil  was  promoted  upon 
obtaining  the  new  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Education 
Board  and  a  further  inspector  was  recruited  with  the  result  that  one 
vacancy  existed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  two  vacancies  for 
pupil  public  health  inspectors,  created  by  the  aforementioned 
promotion  and  a  resignation  due  to  the  pupil  taking  up  an  appoint¬ 
ment  in  Commerce,  were  advertised;  the  Youth  Employment 
Officer  and  the  Headmasters  of  local  schools  were  also  contacted 
but  there  were  no  suitable  applicants. 

The  remaining  clearance  schemes  included  in  the  second  five 
year  programme  were  represented  and  this  aspect  of  the  work 
proceeded  on  a  decreased  scale  with  the  result  that  it  was  possible 
to  pay  more  attention  to  the  problems  arising  from  houses  in  multiple 
occupation.  A  survey  undertaken  showed  that  there  were  approxi¬ 
mately  700  of  these  premises  and  a  technical  assistant  was  appointed 
to  assist  with  the  initial  inspections. 

The  Housing  Act,  1964,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  16th 
August,  inter  alia,  amended  the  legislation  in  respect  of  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  and  gave  power  to  require  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  tenanted  dwelling  houses  in  Improvement  Areas. 

The  above-mentioned  Act  also  contained  provisions  amending 
the  grant  structure  in  respect  of  Smoke  Control  Areas.  As  a  result 
of  re-defining  a  new  dwelling,  houses  built  or  converted  between 
the  5th  July,  1956  and  16th  August,  1964  may  attract  grant  in 
respect  of  works  being  required  thereat  should  they  be  included  in 
future  Smoke  Control  Areas.  Grant  may  now  be  paid  in  cases 
where  works  are  carried  out  before  the  date  of  confirmation!  of  an 
Order  by  the  Minister,  such  payment  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
local  authority  and  only  if  and  when  the  Order  is  subsequently 
confirmed.  Further,  the  Minister  is  given  power  to  “designate” 
any  heating  appliance  either  locally  or  generally  as  being  in  his 
opinion  unsuitable  for  installation  as  tending  to  impose  undue  strain 
on  the  fuel  resources  available.  Similar  powers  are  given  to  the 
local  authority  to  act  in  similar  fashion  in  certain  circumstances. 
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Acting  under  this  power,  the  Minister  has  designated  direct-acting 
electric  ‘ ‘Space-heaters’ ’  through  England  and  Wales.  The  result 
of  this  action  is  that  whilst  householders  may  fit  bar  fires  and 
similar  appliances  in  Smoke  Control  Areas,  the  cost  of  so  doing  will 
not  attract  grant. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  permitted  local  author¬ 
ities  to  charge  owners  for  meat  inspection  and  the  following  charges 
had  been  in  operation  from  1st  October,  1963:— 

2s./-d.  per  bovine  animal  (other  than  calf) 

8d.  per  calf  or  pig 

5d.  per  sheep,  lamb  or  goat 

In  December  ,1964  the  Council  resolved  that  the  following 
revised  scale  of  charges,  being  the  maximum  permissible,  should 
apply/  with  effect  from  1st  January,  1965: — 

2s./6d.  per  bovine  animal  (other  than  calf) 

9d.  per  calf  or  pig 

6d.  per  sheep,  lamb  or  goat 

Most  of  the  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August  although  certain 
sections,  including  the  requirement  to  register  premises,  were 
operative  from  the  1st  May.  The  Act  deals  with  matters  affecting 
the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  employees.  Although  no  general 
inspections  of  premises  were  undertaken,  a  suitable  administrative 
procedure  was  formulated  and  the  provisions  relating  to  safety, 
guarding  of  machinery  and  the  investigation  of  accidents  were 
discussed  with  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  so  as  to  ensure 
a  uniform  approach  by  the  Council’s  Officers  and  the  Factory 
Inspectorate. 

The  Council  resolved  to  appoint  three  Offices  and  Shops 
Inspectors  and  advertised  the  vacancies;  appointments  were 
under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  reports  upon  milk  and  ice  cream  samples  indicated  that 
these  supplies  were  generally  satisfactory/.  Of  the  160  samples 
taken  of  other  food  and  drugs,  one  formal  and  three  informal  were 
reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


SECTION  IV 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  Corporation 
Undertaking;  the  supply  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(b)  The  Undertaking  supplies  a  population  of  360,000  in 
Wolverhampton  and  surrounding  districts  and  obtains  its  water 
from  several  sources.  It  has  its  own  laboratory  where  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  and  treated 
waters  ;  the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  reports  : — 

Bacteriological  Examinations 


Water  Before  and  During  Treatment 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No.  of  samples  containing 

0  1-2  3-10  Over  10 

coliform  organisms  per  100  ml. 

Cosford  : 

River  Worfe  raw  water 

49 

See  next  page 

Settled  water 

54 

51 

0 

3 

0 

Filtered  water 

49 

48 

1 

0 

0 

Well  water 

50 

49 

0 

1 

0 

Tettenhall  : 

No.  1  Borehole 

47 

47 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

48 

48 

0 

0 

0 

Dimmingsdale  : 

No.  1  Borehole 

20 

17 

0 

1 

2 

No.  2  Borehole 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  3  B  > rehole 

53 

53 

0 

0 

0 

Hilton  : 

No.  1  Borehole 

18 

18 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

84 

82 

2 

0 

0 

Stableford  : 

No.  1  Borehole  . 

48 

47 

1 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole  . 

39 

39 

0 

0 

0 

No.  3  Borehole  . 

51 

50 

1 

0 

0 

No.  4  Borehole  . 

44 

44 

0 

0 

0 

Torn  Hill  : 

Borehole 

101 

101 

0 

0 

0 

Copley  : 

Trial  Borehole 

16 

16 

0 

0 

0 

Main  Borehole 

35 

35 

0 

0 

0 

Neachley  : 

No.  1  Borehole 

33 

32 

1 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

38 

38 

0 

0 

0 

No.  3  Borehole 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

894 
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Cosford — River  Worfe  Raw  Water 


Organisms  per  100  ml. 
Median  Average 

Presumptive  Coliform  Organisms  716  1407 

Escherichia  Coli  Type  I  512  1019 


Water  going  into  Distribution  from  Works 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No. 

0 

colifoi 

of  Samples  contain 
1-2  3-10 

•m  organisms  per  1( 

ing 

Over  10 
)0  ml. 

Cosford  Works  . 

104 

104 

0 

0 

0 

Tettenhall  Works 

202 

189 

8 

4 

1 

Dimmingsdale  Works  . 

102 

102 

0 

0 

0 

Hilton  Works 

102 

101 

1 

0 

0 

Bratch  Works  . 

103 

103 

0 

0 

0 

Tom  Hill  Works 

101 

101 

0 

0 

0 

Rindleford  Works 

55 

54 

0 

1 

0 

Neachley  Works 

52 

51 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

821 

805 

10 

5 

1 

Water  from  Distribution  System 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No.  of  Sampl 
0  1-2 
coliform  organis 

es  containing 

3-10  Over  10 
ms  per  100  ml. 

Reservoirs  : 

Tettenhall 

32 

29 

3 

0 

0 

Goldthorn  Hill 

17 

15 

0 

2 

0 

Bushbury  Hill 

17 

16 

1 

0 

0 

Coton  Road  . 

37 

33 

3 

0 

1 

Woodcross 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Hermitage 

34 

34 

0 

0 

0 

Hundred  Hill  . 

19 

16 

3 

0 

0 

Elevated  Tanks  : 

Essington 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

Bishops  Wood 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Gough  Road,  Coselev 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

Re-pumping  Stations  : 

Goldthorn  Hill 

17 

15 

2 

0 

0 

Sandbeds 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

Mill  fields  . 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

Linthouses 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Salop  Street,  Bridgnorth 

18 

17 

1 

0 

0 

Kiddemore  Green 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mains  : 

Hydrants 

167 

145 

13 

4 

5 

Domestic  Taps 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

447 

409 

26 

6 

6 

65 


Miscellaneous  Samples 

New  and  Repaired  Mains  .  .  339 

Experimental  and  Special  Investigations  .  23 

Sundry  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Total  .  369 


Total  Number  of  Samples  Examined 

Water  before  and  during  Treatment  .  .  894 

Water  going  into  Distribution  .  .  .  821 

Water  from  Distribution  System  .  .  447 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  369 


Total  .  2,531 


Chemical  Analyses 

Two  hundred  and  eight  weekly  sanitary  analyses  were  carried 
out  on  samples  from  the  Cosford  works  before,  during  and  after 
treatment.  Monthly  averages  for  the  raw  and  finished  water  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — - 


Cosford  Works — Results  of  Sanitary  Analyses 

Monthly  averages,  in  milligrams  per  litre  unless  otherv/ise  stated. 


Source  of 
Sample 

Month 

No.  of 
Samples 

Turbidity 

units 

Nitrate 

N 

Free  and 
Saline 

N 

Album¬ 

inoid 

N 

Oxygen 

Absorbe 

from 

KMn04 

River  Worfe 

Jan. 

5 

13.0 

8.00 

0.30 

0.15 

2.25 

raw  water 

Feb. 

4 

20.8 

7.96 

0.27 

0.16 

2.90 

Mar. 

3 

17.2 

8.31 

0.26 

0.19 

2.87 

April 

5 

20.2 

7.55 

0.80 

0.20 

3.19 

May 

4 

19.7 

6.12 

0.048 

0.180 

3.52 

June 

4 

17.5 

5.94 

0.108 

0.219 

3.78 

July 

5 

30.0 

5.46 

0.040 

0.170 

3.68 

Aug. 

4 

20.3 

4.33 

0.45 

0.17 

3.40 

Sept. 

5 

19.8 

5.42 

0.029 

0.12 

0.84 

Oct. 

.  4 

13.6 

6.05 

0.035 

0.105 

2.06 

Nov. 

5 

10.2 

5.73 

0.038 

0.123 

1.79 

Dec. 

4 

25.6 

6.04 

0.331 

0.189 

2.55 

Water  going 

Jan. 

5 

0.75 

8.00 

0.015 

0.043 

0.41 

into  supply 

Feb. 

4 

0.8 

6.30 

0.010 

0.051 

0.49 

Mar. 

3 

0.6 

5.83 

0.014 

0.037 

0.69 

April 

5 

0.6 

5.94 

0.012 

0.052 

0.54 

May 

4 

0.4 

5.44 

0.007 

0.031 

0.59 

June 

4 

0.49 

5.12 

0.007 

0.049 

0.76 

July 

5 

0.6 

6.14 

0.003 

0.024 

0.46 

Aug. 

4 

0.56 

4.62 

0.019 

0.032 

0.77 

Sept. 

5 

0.50 

5.40 

0.004 

0.032 

0.42 

Oct. 

4 

0.20 

5.44 

0.007 

0.005 

0.47 

Nov. 

5 

0.82 

4.41 

0.006 

0.031 

0.39 

Dec. 

4 

0.4 

4.50 

0.038 

0.051 

1.98 
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Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  mineral  analyses  were 
performed  on  samples  taken  from  points  throughout  the  distribution 
system.  A  selection  of  results  is  given  in  the  table  below. 

Distribution  System — Mineral  Analyses — Reservoirs,  etc. 

Minimum,  average  and  maximum  values  for  total  hardness, 
alkalinity  (carbonate  hardness),  sodium  and  chloride.  Results  in 


mgs.  per  litre. 


No.  of 
Samples 

H 

(as 

Total 

ardness 

CaC03) 

i 

All 

(as 

calini 

CaCC 

ty 

33) 

S 

(< 

odiur 
is  Na 

n 

0 

Cj 

( 

iloric 
as  Cl 

le 

) 

Source  of  Supply 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

:tenhall  : 

sTo.  1  Reservoir 

50 

250 

302 

342 

142 

160 

171 

40 

64 

82 

95 

151 

191 

do.  2  Reservoir 

50 

242 

295 

314 

146 

159 

170 

33 

58 

72 

73 

138 

180 

shbury  Hill  : 

Reservoir 

15 

263 

295 

320 

153 

163 

173 

27 

54 

69 

65 

138 

165 

>od  Cross  : 

Reservoir  .  ... 

14 

264 

280 

296 

174 

189 

214 

10 

31 

41 

20 

72 

92 

:on  Road  : 
do.  1  Reservoir 

13 

158 

191 

216 

67 

113 

130 

10 

13 

16 

21 

25 

29 

do.  2  Reservoir 

14 

210 

216 

230 

129 

139 

173 

11 

12 

13 

23 

26 

30 

Idthom  Hill  : 

Reservoir 

14 

250 

260 

282 

180 

185 

196 

17 

22 

30 

43 

55 

68 

de-pumping  Station 

17 

272 

286 

302 

179 

188 

208 

10 

33 

44 

25 

81 

107 

ldbeds : 

de-Pumping  Station 

16 

246 

258 

274 

179 

190 

216 

16 

26 

80 

41 

52 

70 

lfields  : 

de-Pumping  Station 

16 

183 

213 

224 

114 

134 

152 

10 

12 

14 

24 

25 

27 

op  St.,  Bridgnorth  : 
de-Pumping  Station 

16 

368 

386 

400 

152 

159 

165 

215 

263 

310 

463 

538 

586 

dngton  : 

Tank 

15 

262 

289 

312 

158 

164 

170 

40 

51 

71 

71 

124 

172 

iigh  Road,  Coseley  : 
?ank 

15 

192 

267 

292 

153 

172 

193 

15 

28 

36 

30 

69 

90 

In  addition,  routine  monthly  samples  were  taken  by  this 
department  ;  36  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  bacteriological  examination  and  a  similar  number  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis.  One  bacteriological  sample 
was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  ;  repeat  bacteriological  and 
chemical  samples  were  taken  and  these  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  fluoride  content  of  each  supply  and  mixture  of  waters  falls 
within  the  range  of  0.01  to  0.11  p.p.m. 

(c)  The  waters  supplied  are  not  plumbo  solvent. 

(d)  There  was  no  instance  of  contamination  of  the  supply 
subsequent  to  leaving  the  works. 

(e)  For  practical  purposes  all  the  dwelling  houses  in  the 
borough  have  a  mains  water  supply  direct  to  the  house,  although 
in  a  number  of  cases  the  tap  is  situated  in  an  outbuilding  or  in  a 
common  yard.  In  no  instance  is  the  supply  from  a  communal 
stand-pipe  in  a  public  place. 

2.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

Public  swimming  baths,  operated  by  the  Council,  are  situated  at 
Bath  Avenue  and  Tudor  Road  ;  two  baths  are  in  use  at  each 
location. 

The  baths  are  filled  with  water  from  a  town  main  supply  ;  this 
water  is  then  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination.  Caustic  soda 
is  also  added  so  as  to  obtain  a  pH  value  of  7.8  to  8.0.  Treatment  of 
the  water  is  continued  during  the  period  the  baths  are  in  use,  and  for 
two  hours  afterwards. 

Routine  samples  were  taken  from  the  four  baths  ;  56  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  a  similar  number  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  chemical  analysis. 

Four  bacteriological  samples  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory; 
three  were  taken  from  the  South  Bath,  Bath  Avenue  and  one  from 
the  Children’s  Bath,  Tudor  Road.  They  were  taken  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  and  all  subsequent  samples  from  May  to 
December  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  May,  a  modern  diatom  filter  was  installed  to  serve  the 
Children’s  Bath,  Tudor  Road. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are 
reasonably  adequate. 
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Investigations  continue  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what 
improvements  can  be  made  to  the  sewerage  system. 

At  two  of  the  Sewage  Works,  progress  was  made  with  the 
extensions  of  the  purification  plant.  The  Coven  Heath  Works 
extensions  were  partially  commissioned  in  September  and  should  be 
entirely  commissioned  in  1965.  Part  of  the  new  works  being  added 
at  Barnhurst  should  be  in  operation  during  the  latter  part  of  1965 
and  the  remainder  during  1966.  At  the  third  Sewage  Works,  located 
at  Merry  Hill,  the  sludge  digestion  plant  was  brought  into  use  in 
November  and  all  the  sludge  received  treatment  therein  before 
ultimate  disposal.  A  scheme  for  filtration  of  the  final  effluent  from 
these  Works  through  grass  plots  is  now  in  preparation. 

4.  Offensive  Trades 

Offensive  trades  operated  upon  four  premises  and  routine 
visits  were  made  ;  the  trades  of  fat  melter,  bone  boiler,  blood  boiler 
and  drier,  gut  scraper  and  tallow  melter  are  carried  on. 

One  of  the  premises  is  being  developed  for  greater  capacity  and 
equipped  with  plant  for  the  continuous  low-temperature  rendering 
of  animal  fats  and  for  the  treatment  of  odours  from  all  operations 
carried  on  within  the  premises. 

5.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

Seventeen  routine  inspections  were  made. 

In  addition  : — 

(a)  The  complete  reconstruction  of  the  dining  area,  servery  and 
two  bars  for  Tattersalls  and  Club  Members  at  the  Racecourse  was 
discussed  with  the  Architect  employed  ;  the  scheme  was  satisfact¬ 
orily  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Representations  were  made  to  the  management  of  a  Bingo 
Hall  in  respect  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  obtaining  in  the 
licensed  bar,  the  snack  bar,  the  beer  store  and  the  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  ;  the  matters  were  subsequently  discussed  with  the 
Architect  employed  and  work  had  been  commenced  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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6.  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Premises 

Six  applications  were  received  and  approved  under  Section  87 
of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936  for  the  registration  of 
hairdressers  and  their  premises  ;  215  persons  and  their  premises 
are  now  on  the  register  and  16  inspections  were  made. 


7.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

Five  applications  were  received  for  entry  in  the  local  authority’s 
list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder  ;  the  applic¬ 
ants  were  approved  and  the  necessary  certificates  issued.  A  total 
of  139  persons  and  firms  operating  from  182  premises  is  now  on  the 
register. 

8.  Sanitation 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  action  taken  following 
complaints  : — 


(a)  Nuisances  : 

Houses  inspected  following  complaints  .  1,106 

Other  premises  inspected  following  complaints  .  .  16 

Informal  notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  414 

Statutory  notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  196 

Informal  notices  complied  .  .  .  .  440 

Statutory  notices  complied  .  .  .  .  210 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  : — 

(i)  Informal  notices  only  .  .  .  .  277 

(ii)  Statutory  notices  .  .  .  .  165 

Improvements  recorded  .  .  .  1,035 

(b)  Drainage  systems  : 

Drains —  Found  obstructed  .  .  .  277 

Statutory  notices  served  .  .  273 

(The  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Act,  1925) 

Cleared  .  .  .  .  .  277 

Public  sewers- — -  Found  obstructed  .  .  .  139 

Referred  to  and  cleared  by 

Borough  Engineer  .  .  .  139 
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Private  sewers- — Found  obstructed  .  15 

Statutory  notices  served  .  .  67 

(The  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Act,  1925) 

Cleared  .  .  .  .  .  15 


Legal  proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  were  instituted  in  eleven  cases  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Section  39  (Four  cases) 

(i)  Work  completed  before  hearing — summonses 

withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  (2  cases) 

(ii)  Adjourned  sine  die — work  subsequently  completed 

and  summons  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  (1  case) 

(iii)  Defendant  fined  £3  and  Order  made  for  the  necessary 
work  to  be  carried  out  within  14  days.  Work 
completed  within  this  period  (1  case) 


Section  45  (One  case) 

Work  completed  before  hearing  ;  summons  withdrawn  on 
payment  of  costs. 

Section  94  (Six  cases) 

(i)  Work  completed  before  hearing- — -summonses 

withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  (4  cases) 

(ii)  Adjourned  for  28  days  ;  defendant  subsequently  given 
8  weeks  in  which  to  comply  with  a  Nuisance  Order 

and  fined  £1.  Work  completed  within  this  period.  (1  case) 

(iii)  Defendant  fined  £3  and  Nuisance  Order  made  for  the 
necessary  work  to  be  carried  out  within  14  days. 

Work  completed  within  this  period  (1  case) 


9.  Infectious  Diseases 

One  hundred  and  seven  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Other  of  Health. 
Housing  conditions,  contacts  and  their  employment,  milk  supplies 
and,  in  appropriate  cases,  the  means  of  isolation  formed  the  subjects 
of  the  enquiries. 
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10.  Keeping  of  Animals 

Eleven  inspections  of  premises  were  made  m  connection  with 
the  keeping  of  animals  ;  two  informal  notices  were  served,  two  were 
complied  with  and  seven  improvements  recorded. 


11.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  : — 


Disinfection — 

Rooms  fumigated 
Rooms  spra}^ed 
Articles  sprayed 


Disinfestation — 

Rooms  fumigated 

Rooms  sprayed 


30 

40 


12.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

Smoke  Control  Orders  No.  4  (Rakegate  Area)  and  No.  5 
(Bushbury  Area)  came  into  operation  on  1st  October.  These  two 
areas  combined  cover  570.6  acres  and  include  1,449  dwelling  houses. 
In  addition,  Smoke  Control  Order  (Underhill  Area)  No.  9  has  been 
made  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  confirmation  ;  this  will  cover  an  area  of 
339  acres  and  include  1,715  buildings,  1,662  of  which  are  Corporation 
houses. 


For  financial  reasons  resulting  from  the  higher  grants  now 
payable  to  householders  carrying  out  adaptations  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  an  Order,  the  Council  have  deferred  the 
operation  of  Smoke  Control  Order  (Northwood  Park  Area)  No.  6 
from  1st  December,  1964  to  1st  December,  1967.  In  addition 
Orders  No.  7  and  No.  3  which  were  made  by  the  Council  in  1963 
have,  for  the  same  reasons,  been  under  review  with  the  result  that 
the  Minister  has  been  informed  that  confirmation  is  not  required  at 
this  time  and  that  the  proposed  date  of  operation  in  both  cases, 
originally  1st  October,  1965  is  now  1st  April,  1967.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Town  Clerk  has  been  informed  that  objections  have  been 
received,  from  persons  interested,  against  the  confirmation  of  Smoke 


Control  Order  No.  8  (Oxley  Area)  ;  these  objections  will  have  to  be 
resolved  before  confirmation  can  proceed. 

The  total  area  now  under  operative  smoke  control  is  1,301.5 
acres,  containing  3,714  buildings  which  includes  1,490  Corporation 
dwelling  houses  and  1,595  privately  owned  dwelling  houses.  If  the 
Orders  now  made  are  duly  confirmed  as  made,  together  with 
Order  No.  6  which  has  been  confirmed  but  is  not  yet  operative,  a 
further  1,169.7  acres  will  become  controlled,  containing  3,172 
Corporation  owned  and  1,168  privately  owned  dwellings  and  66  other 
buildings. 

Works  of  adaptation  carried  out  were  inspected  as  required  and 
upon  satisfactory  completion  of  the  works,  claims  for  grant  were 
certified  and  payment  authorised.  The  total  amount  of  grant 
payment  made  to  owners  or  occupiers  of  private  dwellings  during 
the  year  was  £9,782.  18s.  3d. 

The  present  position  with  regard  to  the  various  Orders  is  as 
follows  : — 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Central  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order 
No.  1,  1960 

This  Order  had  become  operative  on  the  1st  November,  1961. 
During  1964,  payments  of  grant  made  to  tenants  amounted  to 
£5.  8s.  8d.  These  payments  arise  in  the  cases  where  tenants  carry 
out  adaptations  ;  half  of  the  normal  grant  is  paid  upon  completion 
of  the  works  and  the  remainder  two  years  following  the  date  of 
operation,  if  the  appliance  is  still  on  the  premises. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Wobaston  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  2,  1961 

This  Order  had  become  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1962. 
Payments  of  grant  made  during  1964  amounted  to  £68.  5s.  Od.  of 
which  £14.  14s.  Od.  was  made  to  tenants  as  balance  of  grant. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Marsh  Lane  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  3,  1961 

This  Order  had  become  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1963. 
Payments  of  grant  made  during  1964  amounted  to  £344.  15s.  6d. 
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Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Rakegate  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  4,  1963 

This  Order  became  operative  on  the  1st  October.  Payments 
of  grant  made  during  the  year  amounted  to  £4,275.  11s.  Od. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Bushbury  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  5,  1963 

This  Order  became  operative  on  the  1st  October.  Payments  of 
grant  made  during  the  year  amounted  to  £4,504.  Is.  Od. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Northwood  Park  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  6,  1963 

This  Order  would  have  become  operative  on  the  1st  December, 
but  in  May  the  Council  deferred  the  date  of  operation  to  the  1st 
December,  1967.  Many  works  of  adaptation  had  already  been  app¬ 
roved  and  grant  payment  was  made  on  these  totalling  £548.  17s.  Od. 
No  further  works  were  approved  subsequent  to  the  decision  deferring 
the  date  of  operation. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Aldersley  Area)  Smoke  Control 
Order  No.  7,  1963 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Oxley  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order 
No.  8,  1963 

These  two  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  in  1963  and  were 
to  have  become  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1965.  It  is  now 
proposed  that  they  shall  be  operative  on  the  1st  April,  196/ . 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Underhill  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order 
No.  9,  1964 

This  Order  was  made  by  the  Council  in  May  and  is  awaiting 
confirmation  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Smoke  Observations 

Smoke  observations  were  carried  out  on  24  premises  of 
industrial  or  commercial  type.  Five  of  these  premises  were  used 
for  the  breaking  up  of  motor  vehicles,  three  were  iron  foundries  and 
one  was  a  metal  recovery  works.  The  remainder  were  of  various 
types,  but  mainly  factories,  and  the  sources  of  smoke  were  boiler 
plants,  incinerators  and  heating  stoves. 
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Excessive  smoke  was  recorded  from  a  steam  boiler  plant  which 
was  being  replaced  by  electric  power;  the  work  had  been  delayed  but 
was  finally  completed  during  the  year.  The  boilers  were  used  at 
intervals  in  order  to  maintain  output  while  adjustments  were  being 
made  to  the  new  equipment.  They  were  eventually  removed  and 
the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  premises  is  now  negligible. 

Two  boiler  installations  used  for  the  burning  of  waste  material 
were  unsatisfactory  and  they  are  to  be  discontinued  in  the  near 
future. 

Complaints  were  made  in  respect  of  emissions  of  particulate 
matter  from  three  sources.  One  was  a  large  boiler  plant  burning 
solid  fuel,  grit  being  emitted  during  conditions  of  full  load  working 
and  in  the  event  of  defective  operation  of  the  grit  arresting  equip¬ 
ment.  It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  boiler  capacity  with  equipment 
burning  oil  fuel.  The  second  source  of  complaint  was  foundry 
cupolas  from  which  grit  was  emitted.  The  cupolas  have  recently 
been  installed  and  are  fitted  with  the  type  of  wet  arresters  normally 
accepted  by  local  authorities  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act.  The  makers  made  several  adjustments  and  modi¬ 
fications  and  the  grit  emission  was  considerably  reduced.  The  third 
source  of  complaint  was  a  boiler  chimney  from  which  fine  ash  was 
emitted  after  waste  paper  had  been  burnt.  The  nuisance  was  of 
short  duration  and  the  owners  were  asked  to  make  other  arrange¬ 
ments  for  disposal  of  waste  material. 

Applications  for  Prior  Approval.  Three  applications  were  received 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  3  (2)  and  in  each  case  the  appliance 
was  approved. 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Install  Furnaces.  Notifications  were 
received  in  respect  of  17  installations  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  3  (3).  In  each  case  the  furnace  was  considered 
to  be  capable  of  being  operated  in  compliance  with  Section  3  (1). 

Height  of  Chimneys.  The  local  authority  is  required  to  reject  plans 
of  new  chimneys  submitted  for  bye-law  approval  unless  it  is 
satisfied  that  the  height  of  the  chimney,  as  shown  on  the  plan,  is 
sufficient  to  prevent,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  smoke,  grit,  dust  or 
gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance. 
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In  order  to  assist  local  authorities  in  enforcing  this  provision 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  the  Memo¬ 
randum  on  Chimney  Heights.  Chimneys  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  Section  10  have  been  required  to  conform  to  the  height  determined 
by  reference  to  the  Memorandum. 

Fifteen  proposals  to  erect  chimneys  were  received  and  approved, 
the  original  plans  in  some  cases  being  modified  in  order  to  conform 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Memorandum. 


13.  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Investigations  were  continued  by  means  of  one  deposit  gauge, 
four  lead  peroxide  installations,  two  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide 
measuring  instruments  and  two  volumetric  smoke  measuring 
instruments. 

The  results  obtained  from  the  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide  and 
smoke  measuring  instruments  installed  at  Penn  Secondary  School 
were  used  by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research 
in  connection  with  their  National  Survey  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur 
dioxide.  The  instrument  is  attended  daily  by  the  teaching  staff  of 
the  school. 

The  deposit  gauge  is  located  at  the  Abattoir  in  Cleveland  Road 
and  the  gross  annual  deposit  of  solid  matter  at  this  site  was  at  the 
rate  of  263.68  tons  per  square  mile. 


14.  Factories  Act,  1961 

It  is  estimated  that  there  were  869  factories,  798  having 
mechanical  power  and  71  having  no  mechanical  power. 

In  addition,  13  works  of  building  construction  and  civil 
engineering  were  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  There 
were  approximately  60  such  works  in  operation. 

Seventy-five  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  those  parts  of  the  F actories  Act  and  Regulations  for  which 
the  local  authority  is  responsible.  As  a  result  of  these  inspections, 
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19  notices  were  served,  all  of  wrhich  wrere  in  respect  of  infringements 
of  the  regulations  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences.  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  numbered  thirty-seven.  (See  Appendix  to 
the  Report.) 

15.  Noise  Nuisances 

Eleven  complaints  of  noise  nuisance,  all  from  industrial 
premises,  were  received  and  investigated. 

Four  of  these  complaints  referred  to  noise  made  by  the  air  or 
flue  gas  outlet  ducts  from  various  types  of  plant.  Three  specially 
constructed  silencers  were  installed  at  two  of  the  premises  ;  at 
another  factory  a  silencer  was  placed  on  order  and  in  the  remaining 
instance  the  offending  duct  was  removed  to  another  location. 

Air  extraction  plant  w^as  also  responsible  for  complaint  ;  in  this 
case,  repairs  to  the  extraction  fan  were  necessary. 

Some  noises  which  can  be  tolerated  during  the  daytime  become 
objectionable  at  night  ;  two  complaints  referred  to  noise  of  this 
description  and  in  each  instance  the  offending  process  was  dis¬ 
continued  at  night. 

Other  complaints  concerned  (a)  the  use  of  vibrating  machinery 
this  was  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  company  concerned  ; 

(b)  building  and  other  operations  at  a  factory  during  reconstruction 
and  re-equipment — the  noise  was  reduced  as  work  proceeded,  and 

(c)  the  handling  of  steel  components  during  night-time  working — 
the  noise  was  reduced  as  much  as  possible  but  could  not  be  obviated; 
steps  are  being  taken  to  alter  the  structure  and  possibly  extend  the 
buildings  and  this  would  help  to  confine  the  noise. 

In  one  instance,  the  complaint  was  not  confirmed. 


16.  Fumes 

Ten  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  ;  in  seven 
instances  the  nuisances  were  of  such  short  duration  that  no  identi¬ 
fication  was  possible. 
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Three  complaints  were  confirmed.  Fat  melting  odours  were 
responsible  in  one  instance.  The  amount  of  work  being  done  at  the 
premises  concerned  has  greatly  increased  and  extensive  alterations 
and  improvements  are  in  hand.  Paint  spraying  odours  were  the 
cause  of  another  complaint  ;  alterations  were  in  hand  at  the 
premises  concerned  but  all  the  work  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
The  third  complaint  referred  to  an  odour  arising  from  cleaning 
operations.  This  was  associated  with  a  noise  complaint  and 
resiting  the  process  and  outlet  duct  appeared  to  be  all  that  was 

necessary. 


17.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  type  of  work  specified  in  the  Act  was  carried  on  at  six 
registered  premises. 


18.  Rodent  Control 

Details  of  the  activity  are  given  in  the  following  report, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 

Food. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1964 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Non- Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inch  Coun¬ 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols  (1) 

(2)  and  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(i)  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

2(30 

45,018 

7,577 

52,855 

5 

(ii)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  notification 

102 

560 

173 

835 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  : 

"1  Major 
Common  > 

rat  J  Minor 

58 

343 

103 

504 

— 

h  Major 
Ship  rat  > 

J  Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

House  f 

mouse  J  Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

86 

70 

191 

— 

(iii)  Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(one 

infested) 

(iv)  Total  number  of 

properties  otherwise 
inspected  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Total  inspections 
carried  out- — includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections 

128 

612 

238 

978 

5 

(vi)  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

94 

430 

173 

697 

1 

(vii)  Total  treatments 

carried  out — -includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments 

118 

474 

233 

825 

1 

79 


19.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  premises  registered,  the 
persons  employed  in  registered  premises  and  the  accidents  reported 
during  the  period  1st  May  to  the  31st  December  in  each  instance  . 


(a)  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Number 

Registered 

Offices 

608 

Retail  shops 

971 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public, 

65 

canteens 

209 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

3 

TOTAL 

1,856 

(b)  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
Persons 
Employed 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6,631 

6,902 

1,113 

2,124 

100 

26 

TOTAL 

16,896 

TOTAL  MALES 

6,722 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

10,174 
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(e)  Statistics  of  Accidents  Reported 


M 

W 

Cam 

sation 

Injury 

1 

Serial 

B 

Workplace 

No. 

or 

r* 

4(a) 

4(b) 

4(c) 

4(d) 

5(a) 

5(b) 

5(c) 

Kjr 

F/N.F. 

Nature 

Site 

1 

2 

o 

M 

M 

2 

1 

52 

54 

462 

0 

NF 

NF 

15 

14 

71 

52 

6 

M 

3 

62 

0 

NF 

15 

61 

4 

M 

4 

62 

454 

NF 

11 

41 

5 

W 

2 

53 

0 

NF 

15 

42 

6 

M 

3 

31 

NF 

10 

41 

7 

o 

W 

3 

62 

463 

NF 

15 

62 

o 

M 

2 

64 

NF 

14 

33 

9 

W 

4 

54 

462 

NF 

15 

61 

10 

W 

1 

62 

0 

NF 

11 

41 

1 1 

W 

1 

54 

461 

NF 

15 

63 

12 

G 

2 

31 

NF 

15 

62 
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SECTION  V 


HOUSING 


1.  Slum  Clearance 

Five  clearance  areas,  comprising  303  houses,  and  27  individual 
unfit  houses  were  represented. 

Four  Public  Local  Inquiries  were  held  into  18  clearance  areas, 
involving  337  houses.  Objections  were  received  in  respect  of 
89  houses  of  which  49  were  alleged  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 
One  of  these  orders  was  confirmed  while  in  the  remaining  cases  the 
decisions  of  the  Minister  are  awaited. 

The  following  data  summarise  the  progress  made  since  1954  in 
respect  of  clearance  schemes  : — 


(i)  Schemes  initiated  1954  -  1963  and  completed. 


Clearance  Scheme 

No.  of 
occupied 
houses 

Estimated 
number  of 
persons  to 
be  displaced 

Activity  during  the 
year  1964 

Progress  sin 
of  sc' 

ce  ini 
aeme 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 
displaced 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

£ 

of  p: 
disg 

Herbert  Street 

24 

100 

— 

— 

25 

Grove  Street 

n  1 

(Heath  Town) 

71 

220 

/  1 

Wolverhampton  Road 

(Heath  Town) 

18 

65 

1  O 

Vauxhalls 

119 

346 

— • 

— 

122 

Bagnall  Street 

223 

722 

— 

— 

226 

Pond  Lane 

44 

139 

— 

— 

44 

Pearson  Street 

140 

453 

— 

— 

151 

Moseley  Street 

8 

29 

— 

— 

9 

Tower  Street 

20 

66 

— 

— 

20 

St.  Matthew  Street 

142 

427 

— 

— 

152 

Wakeley  Hill 

5 

10 

■ — 

— 

6 

Wright  Street 

107 

351 

2 

— 

107 

Steelhouse  Lane 

212 

648 

14 

7 

211 

Lower  Stafford  Street 

125 

381 

2 

— 

133 
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(ii)  Schemes  initiated  1954—1963  and  not  yet  completed 


•jearance  Scheme 


a 


lies  Street 
i3:rose  Street 
rMseley  Row 
t  faints  Road 
iohn’s  Square 
jty  Street 
ch  Street 
death  Town) 

I  en  Lane 
isbhise  Street 
:ch  Street 
vntry  Street 
reman  Street 
fiStreet 
yay  Street 
Heath  Town) 

^jr  Western  Passage 
a):  Hampton  Street 
inerd  Street 
itr  Street 
inurne  Street 
i  mark’s  Street 
f  street 
*  nan  Street 
Street 
Street 


rl 


ross 

>ury  Road 
rd  Road 
mt  Street 
n  Road 


No.  of 
occupied 
houses 

Estimated 
number  of 
persons  to 
be  displaced 

Activity  ( 
year 

luring  the 
1964 

Progress  sii 
of  sc 

ice  initiation 
dieme 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 
displaced 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 
displaced 

111 

349 

— 

r 

119 

340 

98 

329 

1 

— 

98 

353 

108 

346 

• - - 

— 

110 

374 

112 

280 

— 

• - - 

116 

315 

94 

463 

4 

— 

99 

515 

90 

295 

7 

26 

71 

382 

58 

195 

— 

_ _ 

59 

179 

276 

779 

8 

8 

274 

755 

194 

618 

7 

6 

206 

638 

113 

339 

4 

— 

119 

325 

18 

57 

— 

— 

22 

47 

263 

783 

13 

• - 

272 

756 

67 

211 

1 

14 

58 

182 

185 

566 

12 

3 

171 

585 

27 

89 

— 

14 

27 

88 

113 

360 

66 

54 

93 

312 

140 

435 

86 

272 

86 

339 

21 

37 

13 

8 

16 

37 

64 

197 

16 

116 

21 

164 

70 

241 

35 

98 

35 

187 

13 

54 

— 

9 

_ _ _ 

9 

159 

491 

— 

69 

3 

69 

186 

576 

— 

17 

. _ 

17 

23 

68 

— 

3 

_ _ 

3 

66 

198 

— 

4 

_ _ 

4 

25 

80 

— 

_ _ _ 

31 

97 

— 

_ _ 

79 

304 

1 

_ _ 

1 

28 

78 

' 

— 

— 

*  Public  Inquiry  held — awaiting  confirmation, 
f  Confirmed  during  1964. 

° Awaiting  Public  Inquiry. 


(iii)  Schemes  initiated  during  1964 


Clearance  Scheme 

Date  of 

Representation 

No.  of 

Clearance  Areas 

No.  of 
Houses 

f  Thomas  Street 

3rd  January 

1 

59 

* Vernon  Street 

3rd  January 

1 

23 

Oak  Street 

27  th  November 

3 

221 

t  No  objections  were  received  to  a  clearance  order,  made  in  respect  of  the  majority 
of  the  houses  in  this  scheme,  which  was  confirmed  on  the  28th  August. 

*  No  objections  were  received  to  a  compulsory  purchase  order,  made  in  respect  of 
this  scheme,  which  was  confirmed  on  the  7th  September. 


Programme  for  1965 

The  following  schemes  are  scheduled  for  representation. 


Scheme  Houses 

Clifton  Street  .  70 


Prestwood  Road  .  .  40 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Twenty-seven  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  represented  for 
action  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act. 

Four  houses  or  parts  of  houses,  which  had  been  the  subject  of 
operative  demolition  or  closing  orders,  were  reconditioned  and  the 
orders  were  determined. 

2.  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants 

The  administrative  work  in  connection  with  applications  from 
private  owners  for  these  grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
Engineer,  but  the  department  is  always  consulted  regarding  the  life 
of  the  property  and  its  suitability  for  improvement. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  enquiries  regarding  discretionary 
grants  and  65  enquiries  regarding  standard  grants  were  dealt  with  , 
most  of  these  were  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  houses. 

Seventy-nine  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid  of  discretion¬ 
ary  grants  and  50  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants. 

3.  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  is  no  accurate  figure  available  as  to  the  number  of  houses 
in  multiple  occupation  but  some  information  relative  to  the  problem 
was  obtained  from  the  Registrar  General  s  Census  Figures  for  1961. 
These  showed  that  there  were  approximately  10,000  persons, 
resident  in  the  town,  who  were  not  natives  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Whilst  all  houses  in  multiple  occupation  are  not  occupied  by 
immigrants,  experience  has  shown  that  these  peisons,  whether 
white  or  coloured,  tend  to  live  together,  particularly  if  they  are 
recent  arrivals. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  more  accurate  estimate  of  the  problem,  a 
census  was  made  of  all  houses  which,  from  the  electoral  register, 
appeared  to  be  occupied  by  more  than  two  families.  In  addition, 
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information  was  obtained  from  other  sections  of  the  department 
regarding  houses  thought  to  be  in  multiple  occupation. 

Altogether,  846  premises  were  visited  and,  from  this  rough 
survey,  it  appeared  that  674  houses  were  in  multiple  occupation. 

Fifty-eight  houses  were  inspected  in  detail  but  no  formal  action 
was  taken  during  the  year. 


4.  Informal  Enquiries  and  Land  Charge  Searches 

A  total  of  331  written  enquiries  was  received  and  dealt  with 
under  the  scheme  for  giving  information  regarding  the  Council’s 
slum  clearance  and  redevelopment  proposals  to  intending  house 
purchasers. 

Formal  enquiries  received  under  the  Land  Charges  Acts  totalled 
2,931. 


5.  Rent  Act,  1957 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  with  regard  to 
applications  received  for  the  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and 
their  cancellation  : — 


Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Number  of  applications  for  certificates 
Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(i)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(ii)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule . 

Number  of  Certificates  issued 


Part  II  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Application  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  .  .  1 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  .  1 

Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objections  .  .  .  _ 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  _ 
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6.  Caravans 

Seventy-seven  visits  were  made  to  caravans. 

Most  of  these  visits  were  made  to  caravan  dwellers  found 
squatting  on  various  vacant  sites  within  the  borough. 

Two  site  licences  had  been  issued  during  1963,  one  being  granted 
for  ten  years  and  the  other  for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  proposal  was  to  station  a  maximum  of  20  caravans  on 
the  site  for  the  purposes  of  human  habitation  ;  the  licence  had  been 
granted  subject  to  the  lay-out,  the  provision  of  facilities,  services 
and  equipment  being  in  conformity  with  the  model  standards  for 
permanent  residential  sites.  A  plan  of  the  lay-out  and  a  specifica¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  works  had  been  approved  during  1963  but  no 
work  had  commenced.  The  entire  work  was  carried  out  satisfact¬ 
orily  during  1964. 

In  the  second  instance,  the  proposal  was  to  station  a  caravan 
in  a  depot  and  to  use  it  for  accommodating  key  personnel  working 
on  the  site  ;  the  licence  had  been  granted  subject  to  the  provision 
of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  personal  washing  facilities 
and  to  satisfactory  arrangements  being  made  for  the.  disposal  of 
waste  water  and  refuse.  The  caravan  had  not  been  stationed  on  the 
site  nor  the  works  commenced  by  the  end  of  1963.  The  work  was 
completed  satisfactorily  during  1964  but  the  caravan  had  still  not 
been  stationed  on  the  site. 

During  the  year  under  review,  one  application  for  a  site  licence 
was  received,  the  proposal  being  to  station  a  caravan  on  the  site  for 
occupation  by  the  caretaker  of  a  secondary  school.  The  licence  was 
issued  for  a  temporary  period  of  five  years,  subject  to  the  provision 
of  a  hard  standing,  suitable  fire  fighting  appliances  and  proper 
drainage  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water  and  to  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  being  made  for  the  use  of  W.C.  accommodation  and  refuse 
disposal  facilities  ;  all  these  conditions  were  satisfied  by  the  end  of 

the  year. 


7.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses. 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Public  Abattoir 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  years  1964,  1963  and  1962 


1964 

1963 

1962 

Cattle  (other  than  cows) 

14,270 

16,342 

16,314 

Cows 

2,256 

3,199 

3,813 

Calves 

937 

1,399 

1,723 

Sheep 

63,100 

65,482 

77,153 

Pigs  . 

49,452 

45,132 

43,496 

Totals 

130,015 

131,554 

142,499 

The  total  kill  showed  a  decrease  of  1.16%  on  the  1963  figure 
and  one  of  8.76%  on  the  1962  kill. 


Since  November,  1963  there  had  been  a  full  complement  of 
staff  and  this  remained  unchanged.  Three  inspectors  and  a  part- 
time  clerk  were  employed. 

Throughout  the  year  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  was 
maintained. 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  : — 
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i 

Cattle 
Exclud- 
ng  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Gambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

14,270 

2,256  1 

937 

63,100 

49,452  j 

■ — 

Number  inspected 

14,270 

2,256  1 

937 

63,100 

49,452  I 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci:- 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

6 

9 

69 

35 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1,734 

743 

8 

880 

3,917 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

12.16 

33.20 

1.81 

1.50 

7.99 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

- 

— 

2 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

_ 

— 

767 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.02 

_ 

• 

1.55 

_ _ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

38 

3 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

38 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

Meat  and  Offal  condemned. 

The  total  weight 

of  meat  and 

condemned  from  all  sources 

was  as  follows  : — 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs. 

Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

— 

7 

0 

16 

Offal  (Tuberculosis) 

3 

18 

2 

0 

2 

21 

Meat  (Other  Diseases) 

5 

10 

Offal  (O'  ber  Diseases) 

32 

2 

0 

15 

1  OTA  I 

41 

17 

3 

26 

88 


Analysis  by  Weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Abattoir 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cold  Store 
Sheep 

Pigs 

Other  Sources 
Cattle 
Pigs 


Totals 


Tuber 

culosis 

Other  I 

Diseases 

To 

tals 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

lbs. 

320 

136 

889 

30,782 

14 

6 

3 

1 1 

— 

— 

3,627 

15,914 

8 

14 

1 

25 

— 

• — - 

472 

185 

- - 

5 

3 

13 

- - 

- — - 

2,719 

2,650 

2 

7 

3 

21 

480 

8,658 

4,427 

22,248 

15 

19 

3 

1 

- - 

• - - 

26 

26 

- - 

140 

- - 

1 

1 

0 

— 

- - 

169 

1 

2 

1 

~ 

- - 

12 

— • 

■ — - 

— 

• — 

12 

800 

8,794 

12,341 

71,919 

41 

17 

3 

26 

The  following  additional  items  were  condemned  : — 


9  Tins  Corned  Beef  (44  lbs.  12  ozs.) 
1  Chicken  (3  lbs.) 

1x8  lbs.  1  in  Carne  Conservada 

10  Tins  Cooked  Ham  (36  lbs.) 

2x9  lbs.  12  ozs.  Tins  Shoulder  Ham 
1,930  lbs.  Bovine  Kidneys 

223  lbs.  Pigs’  Kidneys 
7  Tins  Lambs’  Livers  (72  lbs.) 


2  Tins  Luncheon  Meat  (4  lbs.  7  ozs.) 
1x4  lbs.  Tin  Minced  Pork 
134  lbs.  Frozen  Rabbits 
52  x  1  lb.  Cartons  Lambs  Sweetbreads 
42  x  3-J  lbs.  Tins  Pork  Tenderloins 
2x6  lbs.  Tins  Calves’  Tongue 
8x6  lbs.  Tins  Ox  Tongue 
2  Turkeys  (20  lbs.  10  ozs.) 


(b)  Contraventions  of  Regulations 

One  of  the  two  items  outstanding  from  the  previous  year  was 
completed  in  that  the  work  necessary  to  improve  the  standards  of 
artificial  lighting  in  the  slaughterhalls  and  offal  rooms  was  carried 
out.  An  intensity  of  50  foot  candles  at  points  where  inspection 
takes  place  and  a  general  overall  intensity  of  20  foot  candles  were 
provided. 

The  only  outstanding  item  is  the  extension  to  the  covered  refuse 
and  manure  bays. 
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2.  Private  Slaughterhouse 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  pigs 
slaughtered  and  the  numbers  in  which  disease  was  found  during  the 
years  1964,  1963  and  1962  : —  _ _ _ _ _ 


Year 

Number 

slaughtered 

Number  in  which 
disease  found 

Percentage 

diseased 

1964 

11,118 

704 

6.33 

1963 

10,593 

466 

4.40 

1962 

12,918 

533 

4.12 

The  kill  showed  an  increase  of  4.96%  on  the  1963  figure  and  a 
decrease  of  13.93%  on  that  for  1962. 


The  numbers  of  pigs  in  which  disease  was  found  are  as  follows: 


Number  affected  with  Tuberculosis  . 

Number  affected  with  Other  Diseases  . 

Number  totally  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  . 

Number  partially  condemned  for  Tuberculosis 
Number  totally  condemned  for  Other  Diseases 
Number  partially  condemned  for  Other  Diseases 


179 

525 

179 

8 

517 


The  number  affected  with  tuberculosis  represented  1.61%  of  the 
pigs  slaughtered.  The  corresponding  percentages  in  1963  and  1962 
were  0.94  and  1.72  respectively. 


Meat  and  Offal  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  was  as  follows  : — 


Meat  (Tuberculosis) 
Offal  (Tuberculosis; 
Meat  (Other  Diseases)  .... 
Offal  (Other  Diseases)  .... 

Total 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

—  16  1 

—  13  2 

1  13  2 


Lbs. 

4 

21 

10 

10 


3  3 


2  17 


(b)  Improvements — Slaughterhouse 
Work  on  the  few  outstanding  items  was  carried  out.  The 
provision  of  a  proper,  covered  refuse  bay  is  still  outstanding  but  is 

in  hand. 
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3.  Privately  Owned  Lairage 

This  lairage  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Public  Abattoir. 
It  was  completely  reconstructed  in  1963  and  complies  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1958.  However,  it  remained  unused  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year. 

4.  Frozen  Meat  Wholesale  Depots 

Supervision  of  the  four  frozen  meat  wholesale  depots  was  again 
maintained. 


5.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Forty-three  licences  were  renewed  and  7  new  licences  issued, 
making  a  total  of  50  persons  on  the  register. 


6.  Food  Premises 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  food  premises 
by  type  of  business  : — 


Grocery  and  Provision  .  .  .  390 

Licensed  .  .  .  .  265 

Butchery  .  .  .  .  195 

Fruit  and  Greengrocery  .  .  .  149 

General  .  .  .  .  U3 

Catering  (including  Factory  Canteens)  .  165 

Confectionery  .  99 

Fish  Frying  .  .  .  .  51 

Food  Manufacturing  .  r.n 

Wet  Fish  .  .  .  .  31 

Food  Storing  23 

Baking  .  9 

Food  Packing  .  .  .  .  7 

Miscellaneous  .  159 


Total  .  1,706 


7.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 

Two  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  to  shops  and 
warehouses  following  requests  from  the  occupiers  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  tinned  and  other  foods  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
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sumption.  The  undermentioned  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  destroyed  : — 

Tinned  Foods 

4,369  tins 

8.  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Carcase  meat  and  offal  are  processed  at  the  Public  Abattoir  and 
the  residual  fertilisers  are  sold  to  a  firm  of  horticulturists. 
Tinned  and  other  foods  are  disposed  of  by  incineration  at  the 
Cleansing  Department’s  depot. 


Other  Foods 
Total  Weight 

17  tons 


9.  Milk  Supply 

Regular  inspection  of  dairies  was  carried  out  together  with  close 
supervision  of  milk  processing  by  pasteurisation  and  steiilisation  , 
routine  visits  were  paid  to  milk  shops.  Details  of  registrations  are 

as  follows  : — 

dumber  of  Persons  and  Firms  carrying  on  the  trade  of 

Distributor  at  or  from  premises  within  the  borough  .  452 

Number  of  Premises  within  the  borough  used  as  Dairies  .  10 

Number  of  Dairies  outside  the  borough  retailing  milk 

within  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Number  of  Dairies  within  the  borough  carrying  out 

Heat  Treatment  .  ^ 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  519  samples  taken,  and 
the  results  of  the  tests  applied 


Designation 

Number 

taken 

Appropriate  Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Untreated 

97 

Methylene  Blue 

76 

19 

2 

Pasteurised 

295 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

287 

272 

8 

10 

13* 

Sterilised 

127 

_ _ 

T  urbidity 

127 

1 

_ 

*  Permissible  atmospheric  shade  temperature  exceeded. 


Following  a  series  of  samples  of  untreated  milk  taken  from 
vending  machines  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  two  licence 
holders  were  warned  that  further  failures  would  result  in  legal 
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proceedings  being  instituted.  Satisfactory  results  were  obtained 
following  these  warnings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a  licence  holder  for  the 
incorrect  labelling  of  cartons  containing  pasteurised  milk  sold  from 
vending  machines.  The  defendant  was  fined  £5  on  each  of  six 
summonses  and  was  ordered  to  pay  £5.  5s.  Od.  advocate’s  fee. 

Brucella  Abortus.  Twenty-five  samples  of  raw  milk  were 
examined.  Although  the  Milk  Ring  Test  gave  positive  results  for 
6  of  the  samples,  indicating  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  anti¬ 
bodies,  CuHure  tests  gave  negative  results  in  each  case. 

Bottle  Rinsings.  Fourteen  samples,  each  consisting  of  6 
rinsings  of  milk  bottles  prior  to  filling,  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Three  samples  were  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  the  dairy  company  concerned  was  informed  ; 
check  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


10.  Ice  Cream 

Manufacturers’  Premises.  Seven  premises  are  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Vendors’  Premises.  Nine  applications  for  the  registration  of 
premises  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  were  received  and 
approved,  making  a  total  of  607  premises  registered. 

Routine  inspections  of  both  types  of  premises  were  carried  out. 

Sampling 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test.  One  hundred  and  four  samples, 
including  58  taken  from  mobile  ice  cream  vans  operating  within  the 
borough,  were  examined  and  placed  in  the  Ministry’s  Provisional 
Grades,  twenty-one  samples  (20.2%)  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory; 
repeat  samples  were  taken  and  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Nine¬ 
teen  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  of  soft  ice  cream,  which  is 
produced  on  mobile  ice  cream  vans.  The  cleaning  and  sterilising  of 
the  equipment  and  working  parts  is  the  responsibility  of  the  driver/ 
salesman.  The  lack  of  proper  supervision  tends  to  lead  to  a 
bacteriologically  unsound  ice  cream  sample. 
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The  following  tables  show  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained  : 


Manufactured  within  the  borough 


Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

PROVISIONAL  GRADI 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Ice  cream 

17 

17 

100% 

— 

— 

1 

Soft  ice  cream 

31 

22 

71% 

3 

9.7% 

3 

9.7% 

3 

9.7% 

Manuf  actured  outside  the  borough 


Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

PROVISIONAL  GRADI 

1 

2 

3 

4 

!ce  cream 

Soft  ice  cream 

29 

27 

26 

89.7% 

13 

48.2% 

1 

3.4% 

1 

3.7% 

2 

6.9% 

4 

14.8% 

9 

33.3% 

Combined  Summary 


Total 
No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Ice  cream 

46 

Soft  ice  cream 

58 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE 


1 

2 

3 

4 

43 

1 

2 

— 

93.4% 

2.2% 

4.4% 

35 

4 

7 

12 

60.3% 

7°/ 

•  /  0 

12% 

20.7% 

(b)  Chemical  Analysis.  Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Ice  Lollies.  Twenty-one  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  all  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 
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11.  Sampling 

T  wo  hundred  and  sixty-one  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  consist¬ 
ing  of  80  formal  and  181  informal,  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the 
Public  Analyst. 

Approximately  two-fifths  of  the  total  were  milk  samples,  which 
numbered  101,  comprising  71  formal  and  30  informal.  Four  of  the 
latter  samples  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  by  reason  of  fat 
deficiency.  In  each  instance,  follow-up  formal  samples  proved  to 
be  genuine. 

Of  the  160  samples  taken  of  other  food  and  drugs,  one  formal 
and  3  informal  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  adminis¬ 
trative  action  taken  regarding  these  adverse  samples  is  given  in  a 
table  following  the  "Summary  of  Samples  Taken.” 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Summary  of  Samples  taken 


Article 

Nui 

nber  Exan 

lined 

Numb 

ler  Unsatis 

factory 

Forma' 

Informal 

Total 

Forma 

.  Informal 

Total 

Bacon  Fry 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder  .. . . 

1 

1 

Beef  (Canned) 

1 

1 

Beer 

1 

8 

9 

Beetroot 

1 

1 

Brandy 

1 

1 

Brandy  Flavoured  Butter 

1 

1 

Breakfast  Food 

1 

1 

Butter 

7 

n 

Cannelloni . 

1 

l 

Cheese  Dressing 

1 

1 

Cheese  Spread 

2 

2 

Christmas  Pudding 

4 

4 

Chutney 

1 

1 

Coffee 

7 

7 

Cooking  Oil 

2 

2 

Cream 

4 

4 

Cream  of  Tartar  . 

1 

1 

Curry 

3 

3 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Daning 

1 

1 

Dried  Fruit 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Chicken 

1 

1 

Evaporated  Milk 

3 

3 

Figs  . 

1 

i 

1 

l 

Fish  Paste 

5 

5 

Flavouring 

l 

1 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

1 
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Number  Unsatisfactory 


Number  Examined 


Article 


Honey  . 

Horseradish 
Ice  Cream 

Instant  Beverage . 

Instant  Whip 
Jam 

Jelly  . 

Lard 

Lemonade  Crystals 

Lemon  Curd 

Linctus  of  Glycerine 

Margarine 

Marmalade 

Meat  Pudding 

Milk 

Minced  Steak 

Mincemeat 

Mulligatawny 

Mushroom  Relish 

Mustard 

Mustard  Sauce 

Peanut  Butter 

Peel 

Pepper 

Peppercorns 

Piccalilli 

Pickle 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Prunes 

Rose  Petals 

(Cake  Decorations) 

Rum 

Salt 

Sardines 

Sauces 

Sausages  . 

Sea  Rood  Dressing 

Spice  . 

Stewed  Pork 
Stewed  Steak 
Stuffed  Pork  Roll 
Sugar 

Sugarless  Apricots 
Sugarless  Marmalade 

Swedish  Dressing . 

Tomato  Juice 
Tongue 
Vegetable  Lat 

Vienna  Savouries . 

Whisky 
Wine  Cocktail 


Totals 


Lormal 

Informal 

Total 

Lormal 

Informal 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

71 

30 

101 

4 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

16 

16 

1 

1 

2 

Li 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

80 

181 

261 

1 

7 

8 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Administrative  Action  taken  regarding  Samples  found  to  be  Unsatisfactory 
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12. 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 


(i)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  .  . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the 

Alpha- Amylase  Test  .  -•••  1 

Results  '  .  .  AU  satisfactory 


(iii)  Samples  were  taken  of  frozen  liquid  whole  egg  to 
ascertain  that  proper  pasteurisation  had  been 
achieved.  The  satisfactory  results  show  the 
effectiveness  of  these  Regulations  which  came  into 
force  on  1st  January,  1964  . 


(b)  American  Pasteurised  Hen  Egg  Albumen 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  ;  no  pathogenic  organisms  were 
isolated. 


(c)  Danish  Pasteurised  Hen  Egg  Albumen 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  ;  no  pathogenic  organ¬ 
isms  were  isolated. 


13.  Catering  Establishments 

Routine  inspections  totalled  80  ;  twenty-two  informal  notices 
were  served,  12  were  complied  with  and  58  improvements  recorded. 

Twenty-eight  swabs  were  obtained  from  3  establishments  and 
were  taken  from  various  food  utensils.  Six  swabs  from  two  premises 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Repeat  swabs  from  the  one 
establishment  proved  satisfactory  and  the  other  case  was  out¬ 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


14.  Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Twenty  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises.  Six  informal 
notices  were  served,  a  similar  number  were  complied  with  and 
24  improvements  recorded. 


15.  Butchers’  Shops  and  Premises  where  Preserved  Food,  etc.,  is 
Prepared  or  Manufactured 

The  number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  67  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936 
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increased  by  one  from  the  previous  year  and  totalled  195  ;  routine 
inspections  numbered  47.  Twenty-eight  informal  notices  were 
served,  19  were  complied  with  and  74  improvements  recorded. 

With  regard  to  premises  where  preserved  food,  etc.,  is  prepared 
or  manufactured,  routine  inspections  were  made  of  the  54  registered 
premises. 

16.  Bakehouses 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  the  9  bakehouses  and 
2  informal  notices  were  served. 

17.  Licensed  Premises 

Routine  inspections  numbered  65  ;  twenty-two  informal  notices 
were  served,  40  were  complied  with  and  127  improvements  recorded. 

Swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken  from 
151  drinking  glasses  at  25  licensed  premises.  Forty-seven  swabs 
obtained  from  12  premises  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
the  brewery  companies  and  licensees  were  informed.  Repeat  swabs 
were  taken  and  in  some  instances  the  premises  concerned  were 
inspected  in  company  with  the  brewery  representatives  and 
improved  glass  washing  and  glass  storage  facilities  were  subsequently 
installed. 

18.  Provision  Shops 

Eighty-seven  inspections  of  provision  shops  were  made. 
Thirty-nine  informal  notices  were  served,  31  were  complied  with 
and  101  improvements  recorded. 

19.  Food  Premises  (not  previously  commented  upon) 

Inspections  of  other  types  of  food  premises  totalled  48. 
Seventeen  informal  notices  were  served,  16  were  complied  with  and 
90  improvements  recorded. 

20.  Markets 

(a)  Retail  Market 

Routine  inspections,  at  least  once  weekly,  were  carried  out. 
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(b)  Wholesale  Market 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out. 


21.  Sales  out  of  Market  Licences 

Seven  applications  for  licences  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Improvement  Act,  1869  were  received 
by  the  Markets  Manager,  who  referred  them  to  this  department  to 
ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960  were  complied  with  prior  to  the  issue  of  the 
licences. 

The  applications  were  investigated  and  four  were  approved. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  licensed  mobile  food  shops. 
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22.  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955— Food  Complaints 


The  following  tables  summarise  the  action  taken  regarding  food 
complaints. 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Fruit  cake 

Presence  of  piece  of 
metal 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  manufacturers 

Carton  of  milk 

Presence  of  dirt 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Pork  Pies 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£10  in  each  case,  with 
£5.  5s.  Od.  advocate’s  fee 
and  £5.  5s.  Od.  analyst’s 
fee 

Carton  of  peas 

Presence  of  nail 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Mars  bar 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
retailer,  firm  of  manufact¬ 
urers  and  brewery  com¬ 
pany  concerned 

Jar  of  strawberry  jam 

Presence  of  insect 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  manufacturers 

Pig’s  heart 

Offensive  smell 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Chocolate  cookies 

Presence  of  nail 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  bakers 

Sausage  rolls 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£15  plus  advocate’s  fee  of 
£3.  3s.  Od. 

Cheese  sandwich 

Presence  of  insects 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Apple  turnovers 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  baker/wholesalers 
and  firm  of  retailers 

Strawberries 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendant  fined  £5 
with  £3.  19s.  Od.  costs 
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Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Chicken  wings 

Unsound  condition 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£25  with  £5s.  5s.  Od. 

advocate’s  fee 

Cherry  pie  filling 

Presence  of  wire 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£10  with  £5.  5s.  Od.  costs 

Pork  pie 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker/retailers 

Apple  pie 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£15  with  £5.  5s.  Od. 

advocate’s  fee 

Bread  rolls 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers  and  firm  of 
baker  /wholesalers 

Cheese 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Steak  and  Kidney  pies 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Can  of  strawberries 

Inadequacy  of  solid 
fruit 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  producers 

Luncheon  meat 

Presence  of  spider 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Bread  cobs 

• 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  baker/wholesalers 
and  the  firm  of  retailers 

Pork  pie 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
retailer  and  the  firm  of 
manufacturers 

Steak  and  Kidney  pie 

Offensive  smell 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  manufacturer/retailers 

Malt  cake 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Blackcurrant  pie 

Presence  of  mould 

W arning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 
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Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Cream  doughnut 

Presence  of  string-like 
substance 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£20  with  £3.  3s.  Od.  costs 

Cream  cake 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
retailer  and  firm  of  baker / 
wholesalers 

Can  of  fruit  cocktail 

Unsound  condition  of 
contents 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£25  with  advocate’s  fee  of 
£5.  5s.  Od. 

Corned  beef 

Unsound  condition 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer  with  copy  to  firm 
of  wholesalers 

Cream  cakes 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Ox  tongue 

Dirty  condition 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Dolly  mixtures 

Presence  of  tablet 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Golden  sponge  bar 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£20  with  advocate’s  fee  of 
£5.  5s.  Od. 

Cheese 

Presence  of  filter  tip 
of  a  smoked  cigarette 
on  the  rind 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£20  with  £5.  5s.  Od. 

advocate’s  fee 

Can  of  corned  beef 

Unsound  condition 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers  with  copy  to 
firm  of  canner/wholesalers 

Sliced  loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  insect 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker/ wholesalers  with 
copy  to  firm  of  retailers 
for  information 

Slab  of  fruit  cake 

Presence  of  wasp 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker /retailers 

Loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  wasp 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
baker/retailer 
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Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Cornish  pasty 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants  fined 
£20  with  £5.  5s.  Od. 

advocate’s  fee. 

Scotch  pancakes 

Presence  of  extraneous 
matter 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker /wholesalers 

Chipped  potatoes 

Discoloured  condition 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

Baby  cottage  loaf 

Presence  of  wad  of 
cloth 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker/wholesalers 

Loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  extraneous 
matter 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  baker/retailers 

Loaf  of  bread 

Black  discolouration 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers  and  firm  of 
baker /wholesalers 

Loaf  of  bread 

Black  discolouration 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers  and  firm  of 
baker/wholesalers 

Loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  extraneous 
matter 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers  and  firm  of 
baker /wholesalers 

Christmas  pudding 

Presence  of  finger 
dressing 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  wholesaler/manufactur¬ 
ers  with  copy  to  firm  of 
retailers  for  information 

Can  of  cooked  gammon 
ham 

Offensive  condition  of 
contents 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers  with  copy  to 
firm  of  wholesalers 

Tripe 

Faint  abnormal  smell 

Warning  letter  sent  to  firm 
of  retailers 

In  addition  to  the  50  complaints  already  detailed,  a  further 
48  complaints  were  received  ;  in  each  instance  a  full  investigation 
was  made  but  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 
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23.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Regulations  27  and  34 

A  complaint  was  received  of  the  dirty  condition  of  a  pasteurised 
milk  bottle  and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  dairy  company 
concerned. 

A  complaint  was  also  received  concerning  the  dirty  condition 
of  the  internal  surface  of  a  sterilised  milk  bottle.  In  this  instance, 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  firm  of  producer/distrib¬ 
utors  was  fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  £5.  5s.  Od.  costs. 

24.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found 
and  remedied  with  regard  to  the  requirements  relating  to  food 
premises  under  Part  IV  of  the  Regulations 


Contraventions 

Regulation  Found  Remedied 

14  Sanitary  conveniences  .  148  83 

Hand  washing  notices  .  29  12 

15  Water  supDly  .  1  1 

16  Wash-  hand  basins  .  49  57 

17  First-aid  materials  .  24  18 

18  Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc.  .  22  10 

19  Sinks  .  34  j8 

16  &  19  Soap,  towels,  etc .  29  26 

20  Lighting  .  3  6 

21  Ventilation  .  2  3 

23  Cleanliness  and  repair  .  371  188 

24  Accumulation  of  refuse  .  58  50 


Totals  770  482 


With  regard  to  other  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  the 
following  table  gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found  and 
remedied  : — 


Contraventions 

Regulation  Found  Remedied 

5  Insanitary  premises  .  1  _ 

6  Cleanliness  of  equipment  74  42 

8  Risk  of  contamination  of  food  .  50  25 

9  Personal  cleanliness  .  3  1 


Totals  128  68 
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The  898  contraventions  found  involved  179  premises  and  the 
550  contraventions  remedied  concerned  151  premises. 


25.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Following  unsatisfactory  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  from  a 
mobile  ice  cream  van  operating  within  the  borough,  a  detailed 
inspection  of  the  van  revealed  that  numerous  contraventions  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  existed  thereon. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  defendant  company 
was  fined  £5  on  each  of  the  four  summonses,  with  £3  advocate’s  fee. 


26.  Licensing  Act,  1961 

Eleven  initial  inspections  and  87  reinspections  were  made  of 
19  club  premises.  The  work  required  to  be  carried  out  necessitated 
discussions  with  Club  Committees,  Architects,  Builders  and  Legal 
Representatives,  and  involved  7  new  premises,  4  extensions  and 
8  renovations. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  contraventions  were  recorded  at 
the  premises  requiring  renovation  and  100  of  these  were  remedied 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 


27.  Canned  Corned  Beef  and  Tongue 

Information  was  received  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  that  cold  cooked  meat  processed  in  Argentina 
and  Uruguay  was  thought  to  be  associated  with  the  outbreak  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Aberdeen. 

As  a  result  of  this  information  634  letters  were  sent  and  885 
visits  were  made  to  wholesalers,  retailers,  school  kitchens,  factory 
canteens,  restaurants  and  hotels  in  order  to  ascertain  if  cans  of 
corned  beef  and  tongue  from  the  plants  specified  were  in  stock. 
A  total  of  328-6  lb.  tins  was  located  and  returned  to  the  suppliers  to 
await  disposal  instructions  from  the  Minister. 
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APPENDIX 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  year  1964  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton 

in  the  County  of  Stafford 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


1/  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

71 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

798 

75 

19 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

60 

Total 

929 

75 

19 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

Particulars 

prosecu- 

By  H.M. 

To  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

' 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4.) 

— 

■ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

■ 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7.) 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

• - 

■ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

28 

37 

— 

14 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

sexes 

r 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act 

— 

■ - 

— 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork)  . 

Total 

30 

37 

— 

14 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  132 

\ 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing 
apparel 
(Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing) 

22 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

25 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

2 

— 

— 

_ _ _ 

Total 

49 

— 

— 

— • 

— 
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